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What is Single Subject Acceleration (SSA)?

Single Subject Acceleration (SSA) is the practice of 
assigning a student to a higher-grade level than is 
typical, given the student’s age, for the purpose of 
providing access to appropriately challenging learning 
opportunities in either Math or English Language Arts.
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Who can be tested for SSA?

○ Kindergarten through 7th grade in math
○ Kindergarten through 7th grade in reading

Requests come from parents
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SSA Process from Test Request to Results

Parents or teachers 

complete a test request 

form during the open 

Test Request Window.

Test Request

Schools prepare for testing.

Students test in a secure 

setting during the open 

Testing Window.  

Testing

Schools submit answer 

documents to Advanced 

Learning Services.

Results are shared with 

parents.

Results 

Schools review results.  

Results will be used to plan 

instruction for the following 

school year.
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Single Subject Acceleration

SSA Parent Test Request Windows

Leadership Academies:  April 6-21 Modified Calendar: April 1-15

Year Round Tracks 1-3:  April 13-23 Year Round Track 4: April 28-May 8

Barwell ES, Fox ES & Walnut Creek ES: 
May 11-27

Traditional Calendar: April 20-30

Testing Windows

Leadership Academies: Feb. 24-28 Modified Calendar: Feb. 24-28

Year Round Track 1: Feb. 24-28 Year Round Tracks 2, 3, 4: March 23-27

Barwell ES, Fox Rd ES, & Walnut Creek ES: 
March 16-20

Traditional Calendar: March 23-27
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SSA Testing

Students test an entire grade level 
above their current grade level.

For example: 
• a 3rd grade student takes a 4th grade 

assessment, 
• a 6th grade student takes a 7th grade 

assessment. 
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SSA Math Assessments
Student Current 

Grade Level

Grade/ Course 

Requesting to Skip

Assessment used to 

Qualify

Assessment Format Qualifying Criteria

Kindergarten 1st Grade Math 1st Grade NCDPI 

Summative Math 

Assessment

Individual constructed 

response tasks, 

created by NCDPI

Student receives a 3 

(proficient) on each 

assessment task (will 

be reviewed by 

centralized team)

1st Grade 2nd Grade Math Grade 2 Assessment Multiple choice and 

open-ended 

assessment items with 

both calculator active 

and inactive sections. 

Approximately 25% of 

the assessment is 

open-ended math 

questions.

>80% correct on 

Acceleration 

Assessment

2nd Grade 3rd Grade Math Grade 3 Assessment

3rd Grade 4th Grade Math Grade 4 Assessment

4th Grade 5th Grade Math Grade 5 Assessment

5th Grade 6 PLUS Math 6 PLUS Assessment

6th Grade and 

7th Grade

7 PLUS Math 7 PLUS Assessment
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SSA ELA Assessments

Student Current 

Grade Level

Grade/ Course 

Requesting to Skip

Assessment used to 

Qualify

Assessment Format Qualifying Criteria

Kindergarten 1st Grade ELA mCLASS

mCLASS TRC level, 

including two written 

comprehension 

questions

mCLASS TRC Level K with a score of 

3 on the two written comprehension 

questions for both a fiction and a 

nonfiction text. 

1st Grade 2nd Grade ELA Grade 2 Assessment

All assessments are 

similar to the format 

used for End of 

Grade Tests. They 

are multiple choice.

.2nd Grade 3rd Grade ELA Grade 3 Assessment

3rd Grade 4th Grade ELA Grade 4 Assessment

4th Grade 5th Grade ELA Grade 5 Assessment

5th Grade 6th Grade ELA Grade 6 Assessment

6th Grade 7th Grade ELA Grade 7 Assessment

7th Grade 8th Grade ELA Grade 8 Assessment

In English/Language 

Arts all students must 

earn  >85% correct on 

Acceleration Assessment 

AND score proficient 

(level 4) on scored 

writing prompt for 

elementary school. 

Middle school students 

must score proficient 

(level 3) on a writing 

prompt.
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SSA Results

● SSA contact will send home a results letter
○ Scores will be reported in percentages.

● SSA services will not take place until the next school 
year
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SSA Data

Qualifies 
for SSA
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✔Consider your child’s social and emotional maturity, organizational 
skills,  and ability to focus. 

✔Students will be skipping an entire year’s worth of content and 
background knowledge.

✔If your child qualifies for SSA in math or ELA in elementary or 
middle school, understand that some courses take place online. 

✔SSA may result in a different schedule.  

Is my child a good candidate for SSA?
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❏ Have I had conversations about the need for skipping a whole grade 
level’s content with my child’s teacher?

❏ How is my child currently performing in the subject area where I might 
request acceleration?

❏ Have I considered what SSA might look like and mean for my child, in 
future grades?

❏ Do all conversations and data indicate that my child has a need for 
skipping a year’s worth of content, in order to receive access to rigorous 
curriculum or challenging curriculum?

Parent Reflection
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Looking Down the Road...ELA
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Looking Down the Road...ELA
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Looking Down the Road...Math
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Looking Down the Road...Math

Important to Know…
– The content is the same no matter which course you take.
– The thing that changes is the amount of content included in one school year.

With Acceleration...
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Looking Down the Road...Math

What is it?

– Covers 3 years of content in one school year.  It covers 6th, 7th, and 8th grade content

– Accelerative option that does not involve skipping content

– Requires a student who is ready to both pick up content quickly and at times independently

• How will schools deliver this?

– Traditional Classroom Model

– Blended Instruction (Math 6 Plus class with online learning modules for Math 7 Plus content)
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• Single Subject Acceleration is for Wake County Public Schools 
students in Kindergarten through 7 grade.

• Complete the test request form by the end of the test request 
window assigned to your child’s school.

• Students can test in one subject area only (reading or math)

Summary 
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• The math assessment has multiple choice and open ended 
question types

• The ELA assessment has a written portion well as reading.

• Consider how Single Subject Acceleration will affect your 
child’s educational career for high school and college. 

Summary 
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