
ARTS EDUCATION COURSES 

Previous performance in Arts Education courses and teacher recommendation should be considered in course selection. Arts cour ses may be repeated for 
credit including Honors level courses. 

V I S U A L  A R T S  

DRAWING – VISUAL ART SPECIALIZATION (INTERMEDIATE) 54622X0A 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Visual Arts – Beginning or portfolio 

This course introduces the elements and principles of design through an exploration of various drawing media techniques. 

SCULPTURE/CERAMICS – VISUAL ART SPECIALIZATION (INTERMEDIATE) 54622X0B 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Visual Arts – Beginning or portfolio 

Students begin to develop their knowledge and technical abilities in three-dimensional design through the medium of clay and other sculptural materials. 
Various types of clay construction and glazing techniques are explored. Emphasis will be placed on technique, originality, pl anning and organizing three-
dimensional compositions. 

SCULPTURE/CERAMICS – VISUAL ART SPECIALIZATION (PROFICIENT) 54635X0B 1 CREDIT
 (HN) Recommended prerequisite(s): Visual Arts – 
Beginning Sculpture/Ceramics or portfolio 

Students expand their knowledge and technical abilities in three-dimensional design through the medium of clay (hand building and/or wheel) and other 
sculptural materials (plaster, wood, wire, paper mache, etc.). All types of construction, glaze formulation, and firing techniques are explored. Form and shape 
are stressed using materials appropriate to sculpting. Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in design and production, and extensive 
knowledge of a variety of art forms. 

SCULPTURE/CERAMICS – VISUAL ART SPECIALIZATION (ADVANCED) 54645X0A                                  1 CREDIT
 (HN) Recommended prerequisite(s): Sculpture/Ceramics 
Proficient or portfolio 
 
Students who have demonstrated advanced skill levels in previous Sculpture & Ceramics courses are eligible to take honors level Sculpture & Ceramics III.  Success at 
the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in design and production, and extensive knowledge of a variety of art forms.  Students initiate, define, and solve 
challenging sculpture problems independently using intellectual skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  Students have in-depth experiences in reflecting upon 
and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others. 
 
This course offers a concentrated study in sculptural areas selected cooperatively between the art teacher and the student.   Students are challenged by the teacher to 
evaluate their art products to solve problems in terms of the chosen art media, and learn concepts and skills as these relate to personal art expressions. Students will 
be working towards specific portfolio goals in wheel and/or hand-building with clay, other non- clay sculptural media, (plaster, wood, wire, paper mache, etc.) artist 
research, and a concentrated area of study where the work will focus on a specific theme of the student’s choosing.   

VISUAL ARTS - BEGINNING 54152X0A 1 CREDIT 

This course introduces the elements and principles of design through an exploration of a broad range of media. Activities emphasiz e skills and techniques in 
the following areas: drawing, painting, graphics, fibers, ceramics, art history, and three-dimensional design (fibers, ceramics, etc.). 

VISUAL ARTS - INTERMEDIATE 54162X0A 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Visual Arts – Beginning or portfolio 

This course offers an in-depth study of design through repeated use of art elements and principles, while expanding technical abilities. Design is taught 
through experiences in the following areas: drawing and painting, art history printmaking (silk screening, lino cuts and/or w oodcuts), and three-dimensional 
design (wood, clay, fibers).  

VISUAL ARTS - PROFICIENT (HONORS) 54175X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN)  
Recommended prerequisite(s): Visual Arts – Intermediate or portfolio 
 
This level of advanced art involves more in-depth knowledge of processes, media, history, and the development of art. Students understand and apply all 
skills through a variety of media. Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in design and production, and extensive knowledge of a variety of art 
forms. Students are encouraged to explore a variety of media, to produce experimental culturally significant works of art, and to gain an extensive knowledge of art 
history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VISUAL ARTS - ADVANCED (HONORS) 54185X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s):  Visual Arts – Proficient or portfolio 
 

This course offers a concentrated study in areas selected cooperatively between the art teacher and the student.  Students are challenged by the teacher to evaluate 
their art products to solve problems in terms of the chosen art media, and learn concepts and skills as they relate to personal art expressions.  Students will be working 
towards specific portfolio goals in Drawing/Painting, Color & Design, artist research, and a concentrated area of study where the work will focus on a specific theme or 
the student’s choosing. 

Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in design and production, and extensive knowledge of a v ariety of art forms. Students initiate, 
define, and solve challenging visual arts problems independently using intellectual skills such as analysis, synthesis, and e valuation. Students have in-depth 
experiences in reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART – 2D DESIGN 5A027X0 1 CREDIT
 (AP) 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART – 3D DESIGN 5A037X0 1 CREDIT
 (AP)  
Recommended prerequisite(s): Two (2) credits in visual arts on the high school level. Emphasis is placed on studio art. It is expected that students enrolled in 
these courses will take the College Board Advanced Placement Test. The student must prepare and submit a portfolio to the Adv anced Placement Visual Arts 
Committee of The College Board for college credit approval.  Success at the AP level requires rigorous study, excellence in design and production, and extensive 
knowledge of a variety of art forms.  Students initiate, define, and solve challenging visual arts problems independently using intellectual skills such as analysis, synthesis, 
and evaluation. Students have in-depth experiences in reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY 5A007X0 1 CREDIT
 (AP) 

This advanced art history course requires students to make extensive connections between the art of each time period and its relationship to culture. 
Students enrolled in this course are encouraged to take the College Board Advanced Placement Test.  

D A N C E  

MODERN DANCE - BEGINNING 51152X0A 1 CREDIT 

This course introduces students to movement and choreography through the elements of modern dance. Students will use whole body movements, strength, flexibility, 
endurance, and proper alignment to develop dance technique. Students will use dance to explore concepts in world history and relate them to significant events, ideas, 
and movements from a global context. Students will use appropriate behaviors and etiquette while observing, creating and performing dance. Dance attire is required 
and will be determined by the teacher. Participation in class, after-school rehearsals, and performances is expected. 

MODERN DANCE - INTERMEDIATE 51162X0A 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Audition or portfolio review using the WCPSS Placement Assessment Tool   

This course continues the development of intermediate movement skills and choreography through an enhanced application of modern dance techniques. Students 
apply technical skills from a variety of dance forms to enhance performance at an intermediate level. Students will use dance to explore concepts in world history and 
relate them to significant events, ideas, and movements from a global context. Students will use appropriate behaviors and etiquette whole observing, creating and 
performing dance. Dance attire is required and will be determined by the teacher. Participation in class, after-school rehearsals, and performances is expected. 

MODERN DANCE - PROFICIENT (HONORS) 51175X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Modern Dance – Intermediate or audition 

Technical skills and aesthetic awareness are developed through more challenging dance technique and choreography classes. Success at the proficient level requires 
rigorous study in technique, performance, dance history, anatomy and deep aesthetic awareness. In addition, students demonstrate dance literacy through research-
based projects and dance criticism. Dance attire is required and will be determined by the teacher. Participation in class, after-school rehearsals, and performances is 
expected. 

MODERN DANCE - ADVANCED (HONORS) 51185X0A 1 CREDIT 
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Audition or Portfolio review using the WCPSS Placement Assessment Tool  

Success at the advanced level requires rigorous study, excellence in technical performance, and deep aesthetic awareness. Advanced modern dance is a challenging 
technique class where students present and produce their own choreography. Students will demonstrate dance literacy through research-based projects and dance 
criticism. Dance attire is required and will be determined by the teacher. Participation in class, after-school rehearsals, and performances is expected. 

 

T H E A T R E  A R T S  

THEATRE ARTS - BEGINNING 53152X0A 1 
 CREDIT 

This course introduces students to the basic aspects of movement, vocal expression, and ensemble work.  Class activities include pantomime, improvisation, vocal 
development, playwriting, and solo/collaborative presentations in acting and theatre production (costumes, lighting, makeup, scenery, and sound). The course offers 
opportunities to present before an audience. 

THEATRE ARTS - INTERMEDIATE      53162X0A               1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Theatre Arts – Beginning or audition 



Students continue to develop vocal and physical acting skills (including in-depth character analysis and development) and playwriting.  Various acting styles are 
introduced along with opportunities to explore directing.  Students focus on the history and development of theatre in Western Civilization.  Class activities include 
more challenging improvisation, vocal development, solo/collaborative presentations in acting, directing, and theatre production (costumes, lighting, makeup, scenery, 
and sound).  Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected.   

THEATRE ARTS - PROFICIENT (HONORS) 53175X0A 1  CREDIT (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Theatre Arts – Intermediate or audition 

Students apply acting, directing, playwriting, and production skills developed in previous theatre training.  Students produce polished and complex works for an 
audience.  Additional acting styles are introduced and developed.  Participating in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

THEATRE ARTS - ADVANCED (HONORS) 53185X0A 1 CREDIT (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Theatre Arts – Proficient or audition 
 
Students advance acting, directing, playwriting, and production skills developed in previous theatre training.  Students assume leadership roles in the production of 
polished and complex works for an audience.  Various acting and directing styles are practiced. 

Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in performance, and extensive knowledge of all areas of theat re including production and 
directing, and an in-depth study of a variety of dramatic literature. Students are encouraged to explore a variety of theatrical styles and work with othe rs to 
produce experimental, culturally significant works of art. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

 

C H O R A L  M U S I C  

VOCAL MUSIC – MIXED CHORUS – BEGINNING  52302X0A 1 CREDIT 

This introductory course is open to all students who have an interest in singing. In this class, choral literature is studied in both classical and contemporary 
fields. Some study is given to a review of the mechanics of music, composers, and music appreciation. Emphasis is placed on c orrect vocal production, 
proficiency in music reading, and performance skills. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

VOCAL MUSIC – CHORAL ENSEMBLE – INTERMEDIATE  52312X0A 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Vocal Music – Beginning or audition 
 
Students will demonstrate proficient skills relating to vocal production, music theory knowledge, and performance techniques.  This group studies and performs more 
advanced levels of choral literature, including diverse genres and historical periods.  Emphasis is on refined tone quality, balance, intonation, interpretation, and ear-
training.  Strong sight-reading and musical literacy skills are prerequisite to participate at this level of study. 

Students continue developing vocal skills through extensive study of classical and contemporary works. Adequate proficiency in sight -reading and a basic 
understanding of the fundamentals of music are necessary because of the vast amount of choral literature taught and memorize d during the year. 
Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

VOCAL MUSIC – CONCERT CHORUS – PROFICIENT  (HONORS) 52325X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Vocal Music – Intermediate or audition 

Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in performance, extensive knowledge of all areas of music inc luding music theory, and an in-
depth study of a variety of advanced music literature. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

VOCAL MUSIC – SPECIAL CHORAL ENSEMBLE – ADVANCED (HONORS) 52335X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Vocal Music – Proficient or audition 

Students will demonstrate proficient skills relating to vocal production, music theory knowledge, and performance techniques.  This group studies and performs more 
advanced levels of choral literature, including diverse genres and historical periods.  Emphasis is on refined tone quality, balance, intonation, interpretation, and ear-
training.  Strong sight-reading and musical literacy skills are prerequisite to participate at this level of study. 

Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in performance, extensive knowledge of all areas of music including m usic theory, and an in-depth 
study of a variety of advanced music literature. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

I N S T R U M E N T A L  M U S I C  

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: BAND – BEGINNING  52552X0A 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Middle School band or audition 
 
This course introduces basic instrumental music skills. Students focus on the fundamentals of music, correct tone production,  balance, intonation, and ensemble 
playing through the study of simple band literature. Participation in after -school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: BAND – INTERMEDIATE  52562X0A 1 CREDIT 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Band – Beginning or audition 

Students continue to study the fundamentals of music while performing more advanced literature. Aesthetic awareness an d technical ability is developed 
through a variety of performance opportunities. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 



INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: BAND – PROFICIENT (HONORS) 52575X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Band – Intermediate or audition 

Students develop their ability to play with increased technical accuracy and expression. Students play more advanced literatu re representing diverse genres, 
styles, and cultures.  

Success at the honors level requires rigorous study, excellence in performance, extensive knowledge of all areas of music inc luding music theory, and an in-
depth study of a variety of advanced music literature. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: BAND – ADVANCED (HONORS) 52585X0A 1 CREDIT
 (HN) 
Recommended prerequisite(s): Band – Proficient (Honors) or audition 

Students demonstrate a high level of technical proficiency through a variety of advanced instrumental literature. An understa nding of the broad aspects of 
music (theory, history, tone production, interpretation), are necessary for success in this advanced level course. 

Students who have demonstrated advanced skill level and serious commitment are eligible to take honors level Band IV. Success  at the honors level requires 
rigorous study, excellence in performance, extensive knowledge of all areas of music in cluding music theory, and an in-depth study of a variety of advanced 
music literature. Participation in after-school rehearsals and performances is expected. 

 


