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Topics For Tonight
Math Then vs Math Now

Resources Available to You

Supporting You So You Can Support Them



Math Then
vs

Math Now
Let’s Briefly Look at the Difference



Math 
Then







  39
X 72 

Multiply 39 x 72

  78 
  +2730 

6
1

  2808 

1



Math 
NOW



Represent 132 two different ways.

1 hundred 3 tens 2 ones



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1
1

12 13

Represent 132 two different ways.



Find the Area of a Rectangle measuring 39 by 72 
(39 x 72)
30
 +
 9

70                      +          2

30 x 70
2,100

30 x 2
60

9 x 2
18

9 x 70
630

2,100 + 630 + 60 + 18 = 2,808 square units



A Direct 
Comparison



Multiply 39 x 72



Expectations 
Now



Addition and Subtraction
The way that we were taught to add and subtract is not being 
taught until 4th grade.

Teachers are wanting students to show they understand what 
it means to borrow from a different place value.  

“Ungroup” means “Borrow” in a subtraction problem

“Regroup” means “Carry” in an addition problem



Multiplication
Students are not expected to use cross-multiplying until 5th 
or 6th grade. 

Students to use strategies related to place value and are 
not using a procedure until middle school.

Students are not being asked to just “memorize” their 
multiplication facts.  

Teachers want students to understand that multiplication is 
a quick way to skip count.  



Why The change????



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY2mRM4i6tY


Why The CHange?
The state acknowledged that the previous standards did not 
prepare students to think critically and they standards did 
not focus on if a student understood the “why” behind the 
math.  

The state adopted Common Core to address these concerns.

The state revised the standards for North Carolina two years 
ago, resulting in the new Math EOG last year.



Why The CHange?
The current standards focused more on applying the 
standards.  

By focusing more on understanding ones, tens, hundreds, 
students are able to understand the way that we were taught 
to add, subtract, multiply and divide.  

Students are not just memorizing a procedure that they will 
forget after the test.  



We are preparing 
students for jobs that 

haven’t been 
invented yet.



So what resources are 
available for you to support 

your children?



WCPSS K-12 Math Website 
for Families 



How Can I Get There?
Wakelon's Homepage Blue bar across the 

top, select Parents

Scroll down to 
Homework Resources

Click on Math Grades 
K-12 link

https://www.wcpss.net/wakelones


WCPSS Created Videos to 
Explain the Strategies used in Math



Link and QR Code Available in your envelopes



DreamBox



https://docs.google.com/file/d/10mmKImCJD7s52Lk5867hJPuQwkYjCdif/preview


What is DreamBox?
DreamBox is an online adaptive math program that is aligned 
to the North Carolina math standards.

The program looks at not just an answer, but the strategy 
the student used (where did they click, if they needed a 
hint, which manipulatives they used, etc).

Students progress through the standards at their pace.



What is DreamBox?
DreamBox does not replace the teacher.

It supports students 

● reviewing concepts from previous grades
● understanding content they are currently studying
● exposing students to upcoming standards



Using DreamBox
Students only use the manipulatives provided through the 
program.  (no paper, pencil, calculators, etc)

Students only receive assistance with getting on the app.  

No assistance from a teacher is provided with the content in 
the app.  Each lesson has a help button students can press.

Students need to be able to listen to the lessons so that 
they can understand what they are being asked to do.



Phasing In DreamBox at Wakelon
Students in grades 3-5 have been using DreamBox for 3-4 
weeks at school.

Students in second grade are beginning to use the program 
this week. 

Students in first grade and kindergarten will begin using 
the program in a few weeks.



DreamBox outside of School - Using a Computer



DreamBox outside of School - Using a Tablet or Ipad
Must download the free 
app

Cannot be used on a 
phone

Username and Password 
information included in 
your envelopes.

Kindergarten & first 
grade students have 
picture passwords.



What’s Inside the 
Envelope?



Inside your envelope
An outline of 
what your child 
will learn in 
math this year 
(from the WCPSS 
Website)

pink paper



Inside your envelope
Letters in English and 
Spanish about what 
what your child has 
learned in math from 
this quarter and what 
they will learn next 
quarter.  

blue or yellow papers



Inside your envelope
A letter about DreamBox

Information about logging 
into DreamBox.

Your child’s specific 
username, password, and 
classcode are stapled to 
the front and the 
information is 
highlighted for you.

green or white papers



Inside your envelope
For grades 3-5 only: 

a report on how your 
child is progressing 
through the standards on 
DreamBox over the last 30 
days, as well as what 
they are currently 
working on.

golden yellow papers



Inside your envelope
A survey about your 
experience this evening.

This information helps us 
to continue to improve 
for future events.

Paper copies may be 
turned in at the front 
desk before you leave.

white paper



Supporting You so You Can 
Support Them

I hope you find that this information will give you 
the tools that you need to help your child have a 

successful school year.



Supporting You so You Can Support Them
In a moment, you will visit your child’s teacher 
Fifth grade families will visit the green room at the end   
of the first grade hall.

Teachers will be 

● reviewing what math looks like in their class
● teaching a couple of strategies or activities you can 

do at home with your child 
● Students in grades 3-5 will be able to show you 

DreamBox



Thank you for your time this 
evening.  Please let me know 

if you have any questions.



Kim Bowling
Instructional math Coach

kbowling@wcpss.net


