(News release sent to Chambers of Commerce)

Area Businesses Can Help Students Make Career Decisions


When Punxsutawney Phil peeks at his shadow, he is only interested in seeing what the weather has in store for the next six weeks.  For thousands of Wake County students, the traditional Groundhog Job Shadow Day will allow them to take a close look at a possible career path that will enrich them throughout their lives.


The sixth annual Groundhog Job Shadow Day (GJSD), to be held on January 31, 2003, is coordinated by Wake County Public School System’s School-to-Career initiative and Junior Achievement of North Carolina.  Approximately 2,500 Wake County students, mostly high school juniors and seniors, fanned out across the county during the Groundhog Job Shadow Day held this past February to visit area businesses for a half-day, learning how those businesses operated in a “real work” environment.


“The Groundhog Job Shadow Day program continues to get stronger each and every year,” said Bob Brauer, president of Junior Achievement of North Carolina.  “But as strong as it is today, we are always seeking the involvement of additional businesses within the Wake County area.  We encourage businesses to open their doors for a half day to help a student learn more about their particular industry.  It can often be a deciding factor as to whether a student moves along that career path or not.”


Brauer said today’s students are very concerned about their future and are planning career paths earlier and earlier.  Exploring and learning about potential careers at both the middle school and high school level is stressed, and GJSD is a critical component of the educational process.  “Students can no longer wait until they get to college to investigate potential careers,” Brauer said. 


There is an ongoing challenge to recruit the number of businesses needed to satisfy the growing interest by students, especially within certain disciplines.  Brauer said every business interested in participating in GJSD should contact their local high school’s Career Development Counselor for more information.  Disciplines of particular interest to students that have been hard to fill in the past include the Arts, broadcasting/journalism, architects, the airline industry, nursing, radiology, pharmacy, and respiratory therapy.


Research shows that students who job shadow will be more positive about their future, more likely to complete high school, attend and graduate college, and become productively employed.  A business wishing to learn more about how to participate in GJDS may also contact Bob Brauer at (919) 821-2100.

