



Honors Course Review Rubric

I. Curriculum Standards
· Curriculum: There is evidence that the honors course curriculum builds upon and extends the Standard Course of Study. 
· Possible artifacts to use for evidence: unit plan, teacher explanation, instructional strategies, course syllabus, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

· Curriculum: Curriculum is specifically developed as an honors course that is more rigorous, sophisticated, and/or accelerated than a standard course. 

· Possible artifacts to use for evidence: unit plan, teacher explanation, course reading list, assignments, projects, instructional strategies, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Instructional Materials: There is evidence throughout the curriculum guide that students will be expected to read and/or interact with a wide spectrum of more challenging, thought provoking, relevant instructional materials (multiple texts, primary sources, multimedia, etc.).

· Possible artifacts to use for evidence: unit plan, teacher explanation, course reading lists, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Acceleration: There is evidence through timetables and deadlines in the curriculum guide of appropriate accelerated pacing.

· Possible artifacts to use as evidence: pre-assessing instruments, compacting forms, instructional strategies, reading lists, unit plans, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Extent of Learning: There is evidence throughout the curriculum that student learning must go beyond the skills of recognition, fact gathering and recall.

· Possible artifacts to use as evidence: student assignments, assessments, questions to promote higher levels of thinking, course readings, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

II. Instructional Delivery Standards

· Alignment: There is evidence demonstrated through teacher instruction/facilitation that the taught curriculum and the chosen methodology are aligned with the written and assessed curriculum.

· Possible artifacts to use as evidence: unit plan, instructional strategies, assessments, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Teaching Strategies

· Interchange: There is evidence throughout the curriculum and should be demonstrated through teacher instruction that maximum interchange of ideas among students is required with an emphasis on activities such as panels, debates, reaction groups, scholarly dialogue, group investigation, seminars, etc.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: unit plan, teacher notes, video of classroom instruction, assessments, assignments, anecdotal information, student work, written formal and/or informal observation, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Independent Study: There is evidence through the curriculum and should be demonstrated through teacher instruction/facilitation that independent study is required.
· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: assignments, readings forms, student-teacher contracts, portfolios, tapes of students working individually, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Research: There is evidence through the curriculum and should be demonstrated through teacher instruction/facilitation that self-directed, advanced student learning and research is required.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: projects, assignments, web quests, digital research, unit plan, teacher explanation, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Technology: There is observable evidence throughout the curriculum plan and should be demonstrated through instructional approaches that technology is integrated within the honors course curriculum and students are required to utilize appropriate technology to support their learning.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: digital projects, instructional approaches using technology, technology driven problem-based learning and/or project-based learning, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Integration of Learning: There is evidence of integration of learning in the curriculum and should be reflected through instruction that students are required to utilize understandings from multiple content areas in order to master course objectives.

· Possible artifacts that can be used as evidence: concepts, generalizations, essential questions, observations of instruction, concept-based units, lesson plan with an interdisciplinary approach, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Authentic and Experiential Learning: There is evidence throughout the curriculum and should be reflected through instructional approaches that the instructor provides multiple opportunities for authentic (real world) and experiential learning opportunities.

· Possible artifacts that can be used as evidence: problem-solving activities, decision making activities, leadership development, teaming, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Higher Level Thinking Skills: There is evidence throughout the curriculum and should be demonstrated through instruction that higher level critical and creative thinking skills such as interpretation, analysis, constructive criticism and knowledge utilization (decision making, problem solving, investigation, logical thought) and knowledge creation are required.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: unit plan, teacher’s instructional notes, assignments, projects, product or performance development, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Instructional Diversity: There is evidence in the curriculum and should be demonstrated through instruction that the teacher addresses instructional diversity (interests, cultures, learning styles, multiple intelligences, and readiness). Teachers are addressing the diversity of the students in the classroom. 

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: teacher explanation, unit plan, assignments, multicultural resources, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

III. Assessment/Student Work Standards

· Demonstration of Goals, Objectives, and Concepts: There is evidence throughout the curriculum and is reflected through instruction and student work, that there are numerous opportunities for students to demonstrate goals, objectives, and concepts through performances, presentations, demonstrations, applications, processes or products with rubrics for each in evidence

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: unit plan, sample student work or products,, assignments, video of instruction, rubrics, formative or summative assessment data, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Forms of Assessment: There is evidence in the curriculum and should be reflected through instructional approaches that multiple and on-going forms of assessment are used to include open-ended questions, original interpretations, authentic products, analytical writing, etc. 

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: teacher assignments, samples of student work or products, interviews to assess, video of seminar(s), rubrics, performances or demonstrations for assessment, student  and/or teacher reflections, sample assessments such as tests, quizzes, pre-assessments, and/or criteria check sheets, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Use of Assessment

Note: Assessment should reflect an album rather than a snapshot of a student’s work and achievement. For teachers and students, there should be multiple uses of assessment rather than students always having to strive for a summative grade on every assignment or assessment.  

· Teacher Assessment: There is evidence in the curriculum and should be reflected in practice that on-going assessment is used to assess students for feedback, for planning, for guiding and reshaping instruction, for allowing students to gauge their progress or determine individual needs, and for grading.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: tests, quizzes, criteria check sheets, recorded interviews or discussions, feedback questionnaires, teacher assignments, samples or exemplars of student work (journals, performances, products, experiments, investigations, research, etc.), rubrics, unit and/or lesson plans, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Student Assessment: There is evidence in the curriculum and should be reflected through teacher assignments and assessments that some assessment is only used for student self evaluation and opportunities are provided for students, without penalty, to use the assessment to adjust or improve final assessments or products. 

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: samples from portfolios, sample assessments with explanation of use, teacher assignments, student work (may have relevant teacher comments), student reflections on work, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Types of Assessments (through instructional approaches): There is evidence in the curriculum and should be reflected through instructional approaches that multiple types of assessment including self, peer, teacher, and outside expert assessment are employed.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: samples from portfolios, samples of different types of assessments to include formative and summative, list of expert assessors, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Types of Assessment (through teaching practices): There is evidence in the curriculum and should be reflected through teaching practices that there are opportunities for students to establish learning targets, to monitor for clarity and accuracy, and to adjust learning strategies.

· Possible artifacts to be used as evidence: student or student/teacher contracts, student designed projects/products or learning showing a progression toward improvement, reflective journals, or other artifacts which provide evidence of this standard.
	No evidence
	Little Evidence
	Some Evidence
	Considerable Evidence
	Exemplary Evidence


Comment(s): __________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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