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June 2008
The North Carolina Solar Center at North Carolina State University invites your middle school to participate in the 2008-09 Junior Solar Sprint (JSS) program and competition.  
The Junior Solar Sprint is a middle school program that was added to the Students Making Advancements in Renewable Transportation Technologies (SMARTT) Challenge in 2000, and has grown to include twenty-six middle schools throughout the state of North Carolina. The Junior Solar Sprint Program challenges middle school students to build photovoltaic powered model cars that are judged on creativity, design, and speed. This is a hands-on classroom-based program for 6th, 7th and 8th graders that have students applying math, science, solar energy technology, and construction and a big dose of creativity to design and build model solar race cars. The JSS program provides each student with a standard photovoltaic panel and electric motor to build a car using these components as the sole power train. The design must also carry a 12-ounce soft drink can as cargo; but beyond that requirement, most anything goes. Model cars are judged on technical innovation, creativity and speed.  
The North Carolina Solar Center provides seed money to assist in the program start-up, the solar car kits, and curriculum as well as a scheduled visit from the mobile classroom to your school site. 
There are many strengths of the program that benefit the students, the schools, faculty, and the community.  The program is a hands-on curriculum that involves a real world application of environmental and energy issues that face our world today an important component for environmental education.  The learning environment fosters a cooperative and teamwork approach among students, faculty, and the community.  

If you have an interest in your school participating in the Junior Solar Sprint program or have additional questions please contact me by e-mail or phone.  
Sincerely,

Dr. Pam Page Carpenter-Project Coordinator-STEM Education
pam_carpenter@ncsu.edu  
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