Comparison of Disability Characteristics

	
	Autism Spectrum
	Asperger Syndrome
	Bipolar Disorder
	Attention Deficit Disorder

(ADD/ADHD)
	Mental Retardation

(EMD, TMD)
	Learning Disabilities

(LD)

	Language and Communication
	-Delay or lack of language

-Unable to initiate or sustain a conversation

-Repetitive or idiosyncratic language

-Difficulty asking for help

-Good vocabulary/poor understanding

-Difficulty following directions

-Does not immediately respond to instructions
	-No delay in language

-Conversations may revolve around specific interests

-Difficulty asking for help

-Excellent vocabulary/poor understanding-literal

-difficulty following directions
	-Excessive talking or unresponsiveness

-Difficulty asking for help

-Difficulty following directions

-Does not immediately respond to instructions
	-No delay in language

-Blurts out answers before questions have been completed

-Difficulty asking for help

-Does not immediately respond to instructions
	-Delays in language

-Poor understanding

-Difficulty following directions

-May not immediately respond to instructions
	-Difficulty with language

-Difficulty asking for help

-Good vocabulary/poor understanding

-Difficulty following directions

-Does not immediately respond to instructions

	Social Interactions
	-Impairment in the use of nonverbal cues and behaviors

-Unable to develop peer relationships appropriately

-Lack of spontaneous sharing of enjoyments, interests or achievements with others

-Lack of social or emotional reciprocity

-Inflexibility to changes in routines/rituals
	-Impairment in the use of nonverbal cues and behaviors

-Unable to develop peer relationships appropriately

-Lack of spontaneous sharing of enjoyments, interests or achievements with others

-Lack of social or emotional reciprocity

-Compulsive adherence to specific routines or routines


	-Inappropriate peer interactions

-Lack of interest or pleasure in ordinary activities

-Forgetful of activities/routines

-Wide swings in social or emotional reciprocity

-Difficulty making decisions/judgments
	-May have trouble using nonverbal cues and behaviors

-Inappropriate peer interactions

-Difficulty in engaging in quiet leisure activities

-Interrupts or intrudes on others

-Forgetful of routines/daily activities
	-Impairment in the use of nonverbal cues and behaviors

-Impairments in developmentally appropriate peer relationships

-Inappropriate social or emotional reciprocity; compulsive/impulsive
	-May have difficulty in using nonverbal cues and behaviors

-May have difficulty in developing peer relationships

	
	Autism Spectrum
	Asperger Syndrome
	Bipolar Disorder
	Attention Deficit Disorder
	Mental Retardation
	Learning Disabilities

	    Cognition
	-Concrete/literal

-Disorganization with materials and thinking

-Focuses on details

-Slow processing time

-Difficulty combining/integrating information

-Receptive language difficulties

-Distractible

-May appear lazy and unmotivated
	-No significant delay in cognitive development

-Disorganization

-Slow processing time

-Receptive language difficulties

-Distractible

-May appear lazy and unmotivated
	-No significant delay in cognitive development

-Disorganization

-Difficulty thinking or concentrating

-Distractible

-Unrealistic belief in abilities and powers
	-No significant delay in cognitive development

-Disorganization

-Receptive language difficulties

-Inattention

-Distractible
	-Significant delays in cognitive functioning

-Disorganization

-Slow processing time

-Receptive language difficulties

-Distractible

-May appear lazy and unmotivated
	-Delays in cognitive development

-Disorganization

-Slow processing time

-Receptive language difficulties

-Distractible

-May appear lazy and unmotivated

	Sensory Perception
	-Stereotyped  or repetitive motor mannerisms

-Persistent preoccupation with parts of objects

-Hyper/hypo sensitivity to noises, touch, colors, foods

-Doesn’t understand personal space

-Compulsive or impulsive
	-Stereotyped or repetitive motor mannerisms

-Persistent preoccupation with patterns of interest abnormal in intensity or focus
	-Compulsive or impulsive

-Difficulty sleeping or oversleeping

-Loss of appetite or weight gain

-Restlessness or irritability
	-Fidgets with hands or feet-squirms in seat

-Compulsive or impulsive
	-May not understand personal space

-Hyper/hypo sensitivity to noises, touch, colors, foods
	-May be distracted by external stimuli such as noises, other people talking, etc.


