TECH PREP

The Tech Prep program consists of four years (two years as defined by Perkins) of secondary school preceding graduation and two years of higher education, or an apprenticeship program of at least two years.  Following the secondary instruction, the program is designed to lead to an associate degree or certificate in a specific field.  Members of special populations should have equal access to these programs.

Program Elements

Perkins III mandates that applicants seeking grant funds must develop a five-year plan for the development and implementation of tech-prep programs.  The plan shall be reviewed after the second year of the plan. [section 205(b)] 

Grant funds will be used to develop and carry out a tech-prep program which:

· provides technical preparation in at least one field of engineering technology, applied science, mechanical, industrial, or practical art or trade, or agriculture, health, business, or applied economics [section 203(a)(3)(C)]
· builds student competencies in math, science, and communications (including through applied academics) [section 3(26)]

· build student competencies in math, science, reading, writing, communications, economics, and workplace skills through applied, contextual academics and integrated instruction, in a coherent sequence of courses [section 202(a)(3)(D)]

· has common core of required proficiency in math, science, reading, writing, communications and technologies [section 204(c)(2)]

· strengthens the applied academic component of vocational and technical education through the integration of academic and vocational and technical education [section 3(26)]   

· leads to associate degree or 2-year certificate [section 202(a)(3)(E)]

· leads to high skill, high wage employment or further education [section 202(a)(3)(F)]

· is four to six years in duration [section 204(b)]

· consists of at least two years of secondary school preceding graduation and two or more years of higher education or an apprenticeship program of at least two years 
· [section 204(c)(2)]

· links secondary schools and two-year postsecondary institutions and, if possible and practicable, four-year institutions of higher education through nonduplicative sequences of courses in career field, including the investigation of opportunities for tech-prep secondary 
· students to enroll concurrently in secondary and postsecondary coursework [section 204(c)(3)]

· is carried out under articulation agreement among consortia participants [section 204(c)(1)]

· Curricula development is not specified as a required program element
· Includes in-service training for teachers that –
· is designed to train vocational and technical education teachers to effectively implement tech-prep programs

· provides for joint training for teachers in the consortia

· is designed to ensure that teachers and administrators stay current with the needs, expectations, and methods of business and all aspects of an industry

· focuses on training postsecondary faculty in use of contextual and applied curricula and instruction

· provides training in the use of technology [section 204(c)(4)]

· includes training programs designed to enable counselors to effectively –

· provide information to students

· support student progress in completing programs

· ensure that students are placed in appropriate employment

· stay current with the needs, expectations, and methods of business and all aspects of an industry [section 204(c)(5)]

· provides equal access to special populations [section 204(c)(6)]

· meets academic standards developed by the State [section 204(c)(3)(A)]

· uses, if appropriate and available, work-based or worksite learning in conjunction with business and all aspects of an industry [section 204(c)(3)(C)]

· uses educational technology and distance learning, as appropriate [section 204(c)(3)(D)]

· provides for preparatory services that assist participants [section 204(c)(7)]

Additional authorized activities:

· acquisition of equipment

· acquisition of technical assistance from entities that have successfully designed and operated tech-prep programs that have effectively used educational technology and distance learning in the delivery of curricula and services

· establish articulation agreements with institutions of higher education, labor organizations, or businesses in and outside State, especially with regard to using distance learning and educational technology [section 204(d)]

Tech Prep and Special Populations Students

Members of special populations should have equal access to these programs.  The Special Populations Coordinator may be instrumental in coordinating vocational assessment and counseling for these students to ensure the most appropriate Career-Technical Education program is chosen.  The Special Populations Coordinator assists with the development of the Special Populations Component to the Career Development Plan (CDP+).
