Why Use VoCATS?

The mission of Career and Technical Education is to help prepare students for effective participation in a global economy as word-class workers and citizens.

Specific purposes of Career and Technical Education are:
· Occupational Skill Development – To prepare individuals for paid or unpaid employment in recognized occupations, new and emerging occupations. 

· Preparation for Advanced Education – To prepare individuals for participation in advanced or highly skilled vocational and technical education. 

· Career Development; Introductory – To assist individuals in the making of informed and meaningful occupational choices.

Instructing in the public schools is as true a trade as carpentry and it must be learned just as an apprentice or helper learns carpentry. The important point in career and technical education is that the teacher must have mastery over both trades. The information he is teaching and how to deliver the content.

Just as a skilled technician can train an apprentice, a skilled instructor can teach a beginner how to teach. As you can imagine, there are "teaching tricks" just as there are "tricks of the trade".

A vital and dynamic learning environment is critical to the growth of the learner. A good curriculum and well-developed plans can only go so far. If the full potential of the learner is to be realized, the curriculum must be combined with a learning environment that enables and encourages the learner to excel.

Using the VoCATS management tools will enable the teacher to:
· Know exactly what competencies and objectives need to be taught. 

· Have the materials and resources needed to teach the course. 

· Be more organized through using curriculum alignment. 

· Create lesson plans, which are aligned to competencies and objectives. 

· Make computerized tests which are valid according to the course and unit weight of objectives from a standardized bank of test items 

· Get immediate feedback from scanning, scoring and creating statistical reports to evaluate students and instruction.
