WAYS TO IMPROVE STUDENT PERFORMANCE

Remember that all of these things won’t work for you.  Pick what will and use it.  We are being judged by a combination of things.  You may be doing a great job in the classroom and shooting yourself in the foot by giving your students the idea that VoCATS testing is not important to you.  

· Use your course blueprint as a guide.  If it’s not there, don’t do it.

· Many of the course blueprints have more objectives than can easily be taught.  If this is the case in your course, select approximately 70 – 90 percent of the competencies and teach them thoroughly.  This will be much more effective than trying to teach 100 percent and not covering anything thoroughly.  Don’t spread yourself and your students too thin.

· Make use of your test item bank.  Not just for testing.  It’s a good way to be sure you are covering what will be tested.  Make notes for overhead.  Create vocabulary lists, highlight areas in textbook, etc.  Don’t test what you haven’t taught.

· Use a VoCATS generated test at least once a six-weeks so that students will be more familiar with the format.  It is preferable to use these tests at the end of each competency or objective.  When you test make use of the reports that can be generated in TestMate.  (samples attached)

· Use pre-assessments on each unit to be sure you aren’t wasting time by covering things they already know.

· Create a filing system that keeps materials together according to the competencies that will be taught. Make a notebook, file system, or use a computer to help you organize your materials.  That way you will be sure to have everything you need when you need it.  CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT GUIDE (attached) may help you keep things organized.  That way if you have things stored in another place you won’t forget about them.  This way you won’t be the way I was after Christmas when I found decorations I had forgotten about because they were too large to store with the rest of my Christmas things.

· Don’t get so bogged down in other things that you ignore teaching the competencies.  No matter how much fun it is, the competencies must come first.

· Make a calendar to help you stay on track.  (sample attached)

· When testing, make sure that modifications are used for students who need them.

· Look at reports from post-tests last semester or last year.  Use these to help you see where you need to concentrate.  Pay close attention to your unit test scores.  Are some scores higher or lower than others?  Why?  What can you do to improve?

· Do you need other resources to help students meet competencies?  If so request them now and often.  Remember that the squeaky wheel gets the grease.

· Add items to the test bank if you like. 

· Provide each student with a list of the competencies with your course outline. (sample attached)  Show the weight of each objective so students will know which objectives will be stressed.   That way they will know what they are expected to learn.

· When post-testing/final exam time comes, use a serious test atmosphere or your students will not do their best. It is a proven fact that teachers who do this have students trying harder on the post-test.  We can’t tell what they have learned if they do random bubbling on the post-test and there are many who do that.

It is teacher attitude at most 

times that determines how seriously students take any activity and 

how hard they try.

