A Checklist for Incorporating Good Teaching Practices into Curriculum Units

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO REMEMBERING FACTUAL KNOWLEDGE 

 1. Have you focused student’s attention on the most important content & information?

 2. Have you organized the content and information to facilitate remembering?

 3. Have you included repetition, songs, and other memory aids?

 4. Have you included mnemonic devices and acronyms to facilitate remembering?

 5. Have use made explicit connections between what students are learning and what they already 

        know?

 6. Have you incorporated distributed practice?

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO UNDERSTANDING
 1. Have you focused attention on the defining features or critical elements (i.e., what makes “X”, 

        “X”?

 2. Have you provided examples, non-examples, and near-examples?

 3. Have you taught sets of related concepts rather than one concept at a time, emphasizing 

        similarities and differences among the concepts within the set? 

 4. Have you incorporated analogies, metaphors, and similes?

 5. Have you incorporated “hands-on” activities and manipulatives?

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO APPLYING

 1. Have you included visual displays?

 2. Have you included at least one step-by-step application?

 3. Have you included worked out examples?

 4. Have you included real-life applications?

 5. Have you provided for both guided and independent practice?  

 6. Have you included a discussion of the limits and extent of applicability?

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ANALYZING

□1. Have you helped students locate cues to help them determine what is more and less important?

□2. Do you work with students to identify different ways of organizing ideas and materials?

□3. Do you use “think out loud” teaching techniques?

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO EVALUATING

□1. Do you help students make explicit the criteria they use in evaluating?

□2. Do you emphasize both checking (as you go) and critiquing (of finished product/performance)?

□3. Do you ensure that students are asked to provide reasons for their judgments?

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO CREATING

□1.  Do you structure tasks properly making sure that students know what to create, for what 

        purpose, and to what specifications?

□2. Do you share criteria (i.e., checklists, rating scales, rubrics) that will be used to evaluate the 

       process or product?

□3. Do you provide constructive feedback using the criteria and have students revise process or 

       product based on the feedback provided?[image: image1.png]
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