[image: image1.png]29



Definitions
ADD or ADHD
Attention Deficit Disorder

Students with attention disorders have trouble focusing on tasks; easily distracted; can seem either disinterested (ADD) or be so active that they can’t attend (ADHD).  These students who receive services are labeled as OHI (other health impaired).
AG
Academically Gifted

Yes, these students receive special education services.  However the services are different than those for students with disabilities.

AU
Autistic

These students are often withdrawn; difficulty making eye contact or being near other people, problems with communication.  They may echo what they hear, use only sign language to communicate, point at pictures to communicate.  They may engage in repetitive behaviors.

BEH
Behaviorally/Emotionally Handicapped

These students usually display either externalizing or internalizing behavior.  They may lash out against others, openly disruptive, participate in delinquent acts, or engage in other visibly inappropriate behaviors.  Or they may be lethargic, depressed, anxious or seem very withdrawn.

EMH
Educably Mentally Handicapped

Significantly below average intellectual functioning, fail to display appropriate behavioral skills for their age, inappropriate or inadequate interpersonal skills, difficulty with academic tasks.
HI
Hearing Impaired

Some type of hearing disability

LD
Learning Disabled

Difficulty processing information.  Difficulty in reading, writing, spelling, listening, thinking, speaking, and/or doing math.  Usually have average or above average intelligence, but actual ability is below that which would be expected.
MU
Multi-handicapped

Students having several disabilities that, when combined, significantly limit their ability to acquire, understand and utilize information
OHI
Other Health Impaired


Variety of other medical conditions that result in a need for special education services (examples—sickle-cell anemia, diabetes, AIDS/HIV, etc.).

OI
Orthopedically Impaired


Students with orthopedic problems (examples—cerebral palsy, spina bifida, muscular dystrophy, arthritis, etc.).

S-LI
Speech-Language Impaired


Difficulty in producing speech or understanding language; may have problems producing sounds; difficulty expressing themselves through language or understanding written or spoken language.

S/PH
Severely/Profoundly Handicapped


Students with intellectual and behavioral functioning so far below average that they have difficulty performing basic self-care tasks including toileting and feeding themselves.
TMH
Trainably Mentally Handicapped


Students with significantly below average intellectual functioning; fail to display appropriate behavioral skills for their age; inappropriate or inadequate interpersonal skills, maturity.

VI
Visually Impaired


Students who are visually impaired can have any of a wide range of vision problems.  

FAPE
Free Appropriate Public Education


Each child is guaranteed the right to a free education provided by the taxpayers that is appropriate to meet individual needs.

LRE
Least Restrictive Environment


Each child has the right to be educated with peers to the greatest extent appropriate for individual needs.

IEP
Individualized Education Program


A plan individualized for each child that states specifically what will be done to meet their needs.  Law requires a team approach with special ed teachers, other teachers, parents, etc. Once a student reaches age 16, he/she must also approve the IEP.

Modifications

(From Putting the Puzzle Together Handbook)
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· Type of print (a clear 14 point font makes a big difference to many students, cursive print causes difficulty for a student with disabilities)

· Always work vertically on all tasks (example:  multiple-choice questions in a row, not side by side to save paper)
· Leave space between each item on all tasks.

· Give clear written and oral directions for all tasks

· Group matching ideas into smaller “chunks.”  (Example:  instead of 20 words and definitions, try 10 to 10, or 5 to 5 to 5 to 5)

· Provide a note taker or xerox a copy of your notes for student with disability
· Have student use notebook paper that has every other line colored

· Provide a slot outline where student fills in most crucial information.

· Provide an alternative test format (Example:  instead of essay, use oral test; instead of using bubble sheet, write answers on test booklet; provide directions on cassette tape to be reviewed as needed.

· Provide a peer tutor

· Provide modified puzzles (Example:  Word Find—highlight the first letter of each word to be found; Crossword—give a few crucial answers or give all the down answers and have the student do the across answers; Word Unscramble—give a matching section or circle the first letter of the answer.

· Provide alternative assignments (Examples:  instead of written report, student may record their report on cassette; instead of drawing, cut words or pictures from magazines; instead of “theory” learning, allow them to create a bulletin board or collage about the topic.

· Ask a special education teacher for ideas!
· Highlight textbooks.  Chose the most important parts, key words, or phrases.


IEP Meetings

· You should be asked to attend an IEP meeting.  This is the conference where an individualized education program (IEP) is designed to meet the student’s needs for the upcoming year.

· You should be asked what skills and concepts the student will learn in the course you will be teaching to him/her.

· You should be asked to sign the IEP.  By doing this, you indicate that you participated in developing the IEP and that you are responsible for meeting your part of this legal contract.

· Notice on the IEP what medications may be  appropriate for your CTE course.  As part of the team who is serving the student, you should always feel comfortable contacting the special education teacher, parents or the student to discuss progress.

· Your career & technical expertise will be very helpful for students’ disabilities.  Your courses are a means to learning the life skills that will be necessary for the student’s success in the community.  As such, YOU are a key player in the transition from school to community for these special students.

Testing Modification/Accommodations:

Curriculum Modification:

160 Classes
Helping to Document Progress

· You will be asked to help document the student’s progress on meeting his/her IEP vocational goals.  This documentation may consist of providing grades, checklists, descriptive notes, etc. to the special education teacher who is responsible for the student (and/or special populations coordinator).

