Curriculum Modifications

Modifications and adaptations of curriculum and materials may be required to enable special needs students to succeed in regular Career and Technical Education programs.  The curriculum is the content that the learner must master to reach the desired occupational goals.  The Career and Technical Education and academic competencies must be integrated in the curriculum content.

Curriculum modification takes place when goals and competencies are selected, changed, and met, and when there are choices in the method of presenting those goals and competencies (Meers, 1980). 

The following is a list of some modifications that have been successful: 

· analysis of instructional materials for academic levels

· development of competency based materials related to specific job requirements

· analysis of curriculum for the purpose of determining student potential for success 

· specially designed workbook and textbooks

· task analysis of occupations to identify possible modifications in curriculum, instruction, and material

· development and purchases of curriculum materials that are written on lower reading   levels

· development of materials that are consistent with the student's learning style

· application of the latest technological advances to courses of instruction for special populations

· written instruction in Braille

· large print materials

· printed rather than verbal instructions for the hearing impaired 

· sheltered language instruction to make language of the curriculum more accessible to limited English proficient students

· use native language - English dictionaries

Equipment Modification

Technological advances in electronics have improved the participation by special populations students in Career and Technical Education programs.  

Equipment modification is required when the student needs it to successfully participate in Career and Technical Education.

Some appropriate equipment modifications may include the following:

· signals which use sound rather than sight for the visually impaired

· signals which use sight rather than sound for the hearing impaired

· special safety devices, such as guardrails around moving parts of machinery

· sensory devices

· sound amputation devices

· note taking systems

· teletypewriter

· adaptations of regular equipment, such as hand controls added to machines usually operated by foot controls or vice versa

· special desks and work tables for students in wheel chairs 

Classroom Modification

The instructional environment may need altering to foster learning for each student's unique needs.  Designing a classroom to meet the individual learning styles of students is a step toward providing a setting that is conducive for learning.

Some appropriate classroom modifications may include the following:

1)
grading

2)
peer tutoring

3)
oral tests

4)
abbreviated assignments

5)
alternative materials

6)
extended test time

7)
interpreter

8)       use of native language - English dictionaries

