Guidelines for LEP students in VoCATS

January, 2006 (revised May, 2006)

1.) VoCATS is a system, not a test.  

The Vocational Competency Achievement Tracking System (VoCATS) helps LEAs plan, implement, and evaluate workforce development instruction. This system provides current status of student performance and provides documentation for course competency mastery and gains.

VoCATS is a competency-based, computer-supported system encompassing the following: 

· Course planning 

· Lesson planning 

· Test/assessment items 

· Aggregated and disaggregated reports by students, by class, by teacher, by school, and by LEA 

2.) The final exam in a VoCATS course is called the Career/Technical Education (CTE) Post Assessment.

3.)
Most CTE Post Assessments come from the Career/Technical Education Division at NCDPI.  Teachers create their own for those CTE Post Assessments which do not come from NCDPI. 

4.)
CTE Post Assessment scores are sent to NCDPI for federal government reports.  Therefore, students enrolled in VoCATS courses must take the CTE Post Assessments.  


The decision on whether or not to count the CTE Post Assessment as part of the course grade AND the percentage that score should count are local decisions.  If there is a question as to whether your district has a local scoring plan, contact Rhonda Welfare, VoCATS Consultant at NCDPI.

5.)
LEP students in VoCATS courses are not exempt from the CTE Post Assessments, unlike LEP students who qualify for Reading and/or Writing exemptions (first year in U.S. schools and below Intermediate High on the Reading IPT or below Superior on the Writing IPT).

Limited English Proficient (LEP) students who qualify for alternate assessments under the State testing program also qualify for an alternate CTE Post Assessment.  The alternate CTE Post Assessment is created by the VoCATS teacher. 


*A student qualifies for an alternate assessment if he/she meets both of these criteria:

· Enrolled in a US school for 24 months or less (from initial US enrollment date)

· Scored below Intermediate High on the Reading IPT test; see ESL teacher, LEP Coordinator, or Testing Coordinator to verify student’s most recent score

6.)
Currently, alternate CTE Post Assessment scores are not sent to NCDPI, but plans are to do so in the future.
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