Pharmacy Tech – PassAssured 

In Health Occupations Education
“Notes”
Begin with the end in mind…. The purpose of this course is to prepare the student to take and pass the PTCB.  

Explore the PTCB website now by going to PTCB.org
After the PTCB website is explored….we will work with the two CDs required for PassAssured Training:

· The teacher CD

· The student CD
For the training session…. remember there are two different userids…one as the student and one as the teacher.  You may want to minimize the programs to prevent having to login in repeatedly. 
Pharm Tech Can be Taught:

· Three ways but NOT recommended for AHSII

· Within Medical Science II (no Standard Course of Study needed) 
· As Advanced Studies (no Standard Course of Study needed)

· As a stand alone course - SCOS modification required.  The SCOS modification request must be submitted to the regional coordinator 120 days before students enroll.  *Some schools already have approved SCOS modifications for teaching Pharm Tech as a stand alone course.
· A school may request to have Pharm Tech as a stand alone completer course IF…in the SCOS application it is specified that the students will have had MSI or AHSI and the intention is for Pharm Tech to serve a completer course. Per CS on 1-28-2008
*Pharmacy Tech is being proposed as a stand alone course in the new 2010 SCOS with the prerequisite of AHSI or MSI.
Laurel Andrews teaches Pharm Tech as a stand alone course as a result of a SCOS modification application request.  Her course number is 7209.
· Laurel’s school uses criteria to establish admission into her stand alone pharm tech class.  They are:

· Vocats level 3 or higher in first level (AHSI and MSI)

· Alegebra score

· Attendance

· Vocats is a very objective criteria. Algebra score and attendance affect the admission into Pharm Tech to a lesser degree than does Vocats EOC for AHSI or MSI

· To take the PTCB, a student can not have a felony record.

· Laurel’s pharm tech clinical

· The class does approximately 6 days in clinical.  They do 3 days hospital pharmacy and 3 days retail pharmacy.

· Laurel does not submit immunization records to pharmacies unless required.  (There is little if any student-patient contact.)

· Laurel considers this job shadowing

· Laurel recommends that students made an 85 on the unit test to proceed and do well on the PTCB.

· “Tutored” exams in the PassAssured Program give student feedback to incorrect answers.

· Laurel counts the final PassAssured test (final) as 25% of the total grade per system policy. 

HIPAA - Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act is NOT covered in the PassAssured Program.  This subject must be supplemented. 

PassAssured support contact person for Laurel has been “Lois” at the number on the CD.
There are six unit of study in the PassAssured program.  

· Orientation
· Federal Law
· Medication Review – challenging to students
· Aseptic Techniques
· Calculations – challenging to students
· Pharmacy Operations
Laurel’s students make a 3-ring binder notebook by printing the material from each of the 6 units of study.  Each unit is printed on a different color paper. 

Laurel uses The Pharmacy Technician, 2nd edition / Perspective Press / Morton Publishing Co. /  ISBN 0-89582-650-X to supplement the PassAssured program.  She pulls additional quizzes and test from the book for additional practice, reinforcement or remediation. 
Testing window for 2007-2008:

	Application Processing Begins
	February 19, 2008

	Application Deadline
	April 4, 2008

	Reprocessing Deadline
	April 25, 2008

	Testing Window Begins
	April 28, 2008

	Testing Window Ends
	June 20, 2008


· To print handouts….go to “Learn” button.

· The correct answer and the wrong answer are in red and green…On a copy printed in B/W these colors will be lighter gray.  Be careful and compare to the original on the screen. 
Email from "Nick Milasnovich" <nmilas@earthlink.net> 1/28/2008 6:52 PM

“broken or damaged CD's can be replaced at no cost by calling the PassAssured office and explaining the circumstances”
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