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Objectives:1.0,3.01,3.03,3.04,4.01,4.02,4.03,4.04,4.05,5.01,7.06,7.07,10.01
Materials Needed: ¼” scale graph paper, pencils, rulers, resources for furniture and textile selections, black construction paper, larger scale grid poster board, markers, templates for standard size furniture or cutouts, preference sheet, student biographical sheet, scissors and glue. Additionally, students will need a tape measure or yardstick at home.

Warm Up: Have students fill in their preference sheets. You may use the one provided or create your own tailored more to your student demographics. Allow 3-5 minutes. Once they have completed the sheet have them circulate to find the names of other students who share their same preferences and have them sign off each others sheets. Take 10 minutes for this activity.
Link to Prior Learning: Begin with the question “who found others whose favorite color is purple?”

(All who like purple the best please stand.) Begin a brief discussion with these students asking why it is their favorite color. Transition by asking other students to share why they prefer other colors. Ask the class why they think we all have different preferences and write them on the board. Begin a brief discussion about the importance of having a place to call our own and how interior designers help create those special environments for others. Reinforce that design is not just about aesthetics but also about function. Introduce the lesson sharing that they will be paired with another student and together they will take part in Designers Challenge with the goal being a creative design solution for their client.

Lesson Objective: This is an ice breaker as well as a method of assessment for the teacher. (You need to allow several days for this project.) You will assess your students abilities to:

· Express their thoughts orally and in print via presentation
· Communicate with others on a deeper level to develop a solution
· Process information with a solution in mind

· Follow directions

· Grasp spacial concepts and color

· Measure space and furniture pieces.

Students will be able to draw a simple floor plan with appropriate symbols to scale and place furniture. They will also make color and furniture selections appropriate to the design solution they create for their client. They will organize their selections and create a “story board” that integrates the completed floor plan, furniture and textile selections and a narrative about the client and their design solution. It will be mounted on the black construction paper. Each student will introduce their client to the rest of the class in the form of a presentation with the story board they created. 
Input: Upon completion of the link to prior learning, remind students that this activity will challenge them to do the work of an interior designer. Ask them what tools they think will be required to get this job done. Write their responses on the board or create a poster outlining their thoughts. Which ones are artistic, social and psychological? What characteristics would a successful designer possess?
Introduce the importance of visual tools that communicate ideas to others. What are some examples we see each day (Instruction manuals, road signs etc)? Introduce the concept of a floor plan and how designers use them to communicate ideas. Show a completed example for them to see.

As you systematically begin to create a floor plan on the board with the grid poster board, introduce scale and how 1 box on their graph paper and on your poster is equal to 1 foot. Start by drawing each wall until you have a completed rectangle which represents the room. Then introduce the symbols for doors and windows and electrical symbols for receptacles, switches and overhead lights or fans. They should be drawing on their graph paper as you are demonstrating on the board. You should be able to wrap this part up in one lesson. Assess progress and understanding.
The assignment for the evening is for each student to go home and measure their room and any furnishings they wish to keep for their plan, Encourage them to take some photos, especially if there is furniture they wish to keep so they can show their designer. It is important to include the parents in this process for accuracy and to start a communication flow.(Most students have gotten rusty on their measuring skills and parents need to know this!)

On day 2 the students will exchange the room and furniture dimensions with their designers. They will complete the bio sheet and begin working on the floor plan. Make sure they use a file folder to keep all their work together. Depending on your class you will need to pace the rest of these activities for the balance of the week:
· Allow time for them to create a floor plan with furnishings utilizing existing or new pieces based on the client’s preferences.

· Select colors and finishes for all backgrounds.

· Select furnishings and textiles from your resources.

· Instruct them how to create story board (sample board).
· Coach them on “presenting” their client to the rest of the class.
· Presentation and posting the story boards in the class.

Summary: Ask the students what they learned from creating this design solution for a client? What parts were tough and which ones were easier? Ask them what new “tools” they learned about to help them communicate their ideas to others. Remind them that this is just a taste of what interior designers and space planners do when creating spaces for clients. Reinforce the physical and psychological importance of people having spaces that represent them and their interests. Ask which of them might be interested in the design industry as a career path and discuss a few career options.  Make sure to post this work in the classroom. 

Note: This outline leaves a lot of room for you to tailor it to the skill level of your students. Level ll students should already be familiar with floor plans and visual presentation tools so you should require their work to be more detailes and professional. I love this as an assessment tool because I get a quick overview of my student’s abilities in a short time. Consider inviting parents into the mix for the final presentation and have a “reception” following the presentation with parents serving to continue the ice breaking. I think activities that deepen the level of communication in the classroom are important because we critique each others work and it is vital to create a safe environment where trust, respect and transparency are fostered. Thank you for considering this in your planning for ‘08-’09 and HAVE FUN!!
