Instructor:  Nadia Minniti

Subject: Foods II

Time: 90 minutes

Objective Number: 

1.02 Summarize types of food contaminants

1.03 Explain foodborne contaminants and food allergies

Outcomes:

The students will be able to apply their knowledge in foodborne diseases by creating skits, monologues, or puppet shows describing the most common diseases caused by bacteria and viruses.

Materials Needed:
Scrap fabric, old tablecloths, lace, tiaras, Christmas decorations, paper lunch bags, safety pins, old curtains, markers, note cards, and anything else that might be used to create a character or dress up the individual students to impersonate each disease.

Anticipatory Set:

Have all materials ready for the students to use on a table.  On small pieces of paper, write the names of foodborne diseases you want the students to work on.  Put the pieces of paper in a bowl.  Ask the class to name the main foodborne illnesses.  They should at least name Salmonellosis, E.coli, Botulism, Listeriosis, Shighellosis, Noravirus, Vibrio, Hepatitis A, etc.  Have the students do a quick recap of the most common symptoms among the diseases, and to name the differences among them. 

Presentation of Information:

Explain the activity to the class.  You will pair the students—or let them chose their partner—so that one can help the other in creating the character depicting the foodborne illness.  Here is how the activity will be conducted:

1. Have students pick out of a bowl the disease on which they are going to create a character or costume.

2. Show students where the creative materials are.

3. Tell students the minimum amount of information they have to present on each disease.  For example, they should list the symptoms, the source, how to prevent it.

4. Let them chose if they want to create a skit to present the information, if they want to impersonate the disease, or if they want to create a puppet and give a show to the class.

5. Tell the students they have 30 minutes to gather the information, create the character/puppet, and rehearse the skit.

6. After the time is up, they will present to the class.

Modeling: 

Pick a disease you don’t expect the kids to choose and demonstrate to them what you want them to do.

Differentiated Strategies:

Assist students who might have a hard time recognizing the pertinent information about the disease to be presented.

Independent Practice:

The students will conduct the activity according to the teacher’s instructions.  Afterwards, each pair of students will present to the class their skit, monologue, or puppet show.

Closure/Assessment:

It is hard to give a grade to creative work.  Make sure you praise the effort more than the results.  Keep in mind that the purpose of this activity is to make something that would otherwise be very boring and mnemonic quite fun and easy to remember because they “acted it out.”  The teacher could create a rubric for the activity, listing the least amount of information that needs to be presented by the students to the class.

