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Performance Objective: The students will explore ways to manage their living environment by applying their knowledge on ways to organize and design living space, and on ways to conserve and reuse resources.

Activity: The students will create picture frames out of recycled cardboard, paper, and material.

Description of Activities and Setting: In the classroom, the students will work independently designing and constructing picture frames out of cereal boxes or other recycled heavy paper.

Materials and Time: Depending on the level of dexterity of your students, it can take two or three days.  If the projects are kept at an elementary level and you precut all materials, it can take one day.  Class duration: 45 minutes.  Materials needed vary depending on the type of picture frames the students want to create.  I use all recycled materials that would have otherwise ended up in a landfill.  Here are the minimum amounts of materials needed:

· Empty cereal, shoe, prepared dinners, or cake mixes boxes.  Any type of light weight cardboard.

· Wrapping paper, construction paper, old wallpaper rolls, scraps of material.

· Buttons, stickers, silk flowers, and anything else you could use to decorate the picture frames.

· Glue guns, Elmer’s glue, scissors, pinking shears, rulers, pencils, pens.

· Needle and thread if using material to cover up the frames.  Ribbon.

· Any batting left over from quilting, if you want your frame to be padded.

· One picture per student to measure the opening of the picture frame.

· Few examples of already completed projects for students to see and examine.

· Handout with directions for project.

I. Focus and Review

This lesson is a perfect way to summarize two units of lesson plans on objectives 1.00 and 2.00 of the resource management section of the blueprint.  To evoke prior knowledge, I use a bell ringer activity in which the students have to apply the decision-making process to decide what materials to use for their picture frame.  This brief activity will take 10 minutes and it will also serve the purpose of focusing the students on the task at hand.

II. Statement of Objectives

Obj. 1.03  In the classroom, the students will utilize the decision-making process to 


     decide independently how to proceed with their project with 95% accuracy.

Obj. 2.01  In the classroom, the students will practice ways to organize and design their 

 
     living space with 90% accuracy.

Obj. 2.03  In the classroom, the students will experience ways to conserve and reuse 


      resources with 95% accuracy.

III. Teacher Input

I show the students the already-made projects.  I point out the different materials used to inspire their imagination and creativity when it comes to utilizing resources. I pass around the handout with directions for the project, so that students can follow my demonstration as they read the hand out.  I then proceed to demonstrate step-by-step how to assemble the picture frames in the guided practice.

IV.        Guided Practice 

1. Measure the cardboard to cut, so that it is proportionate to the size of the picture

2. Cut the cardboard.

3. Pick the covering for the frame and cut it at least ½ inch larger than the frame, so that you can fold it and glue it onto the frame to secure it.

4. Lay out the covering for the back of the frame on the table.  Lay the back of the frame on top of the covering.  Fold the extra material toward the center of the frame.  Apply glue and press firmly.  Cut another piece of covering 1/8 of an inch smaller than the back of the frame.  Glue it on top of the flops to cover the bare cardboard.  You might want to put something heavy on it.

5. While the back of the frame dries up, work on the front of the frame.  If you want to have a padded frame, use batting between the frame and its covering.  Lay the covering on the table.  Lay the frame on top.  Cut an opening in the middle and fold the flops toward the outside edges of the frame.  Glue the flops to the frame.  Fold the outside flops toward the center of the frame.  Glue to the frame.  Put something heavy on top.

6. While the frame pieces dry, start choosing and gathering the decorations for the front of the frame.

7. Once the two pieces are dried, put one on top of the other and glue them together (the two wrong sides together), but leaving one opening unglued to insert the picture.  Put something heavy on it to facilitate the gluing process.

8. Once dried, apply decorations to the front.

9. To hang the picture frame, cut a small amount of ribbon.  Cut a small rectangle of covering.  Fold it in half.  Cut some ribbon—depending on how you want to hang the picture—and tie the ends of it with a knot, but leaving enough room to make a bow later.  Put the ribbon into the fold of the covering, leaving the knot exposed.  Glue the covering’s ends together and then to the back of the frame.  Allow it to dry.  Make a bow with the ribbon.  Insert the picture into the frame.  It is ready to hang.

After demonstrating the project, ask the students if they have any questions.  Answer any questions, and then start the activity.  Monitor the classroom to assist students who are not “crafty” with their hands.  This activity should take two days if each class lasts 45 minutes.

V. Independent Practice

The students will start the activity.  I will walk around the room to monitor progress and to assist students who have questions or difficulties.  I will also keep time during this evolution, in order to maintain the students focused on the project.  I will let them know how much time is left at the thirty minute mark.  Five minutes before class is over, I tell the students to clean their work space, mark their work, and put everything away.  If students will not finish the activity in one day, we will finish the project during the next class.  However, it should not take more than two class periods to complete the projects.

VI. Closure

At the end of the activity, the students will showcase their project on their desk.  At this point is when they will have to evaluate their work.  They will pick the paper with their decision-making process, and they will complete the process with the seventh step: evaluate the results.  While the students write the project evaluation, I walk around the room taking pictures of their creations.  We will then hang them on our bulletin board for all to see.   I then collect the papers with the decision-making process for grading.
