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Salute to Family and Consumer Sciences Education
On Wednesday, June 11, 2008, Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) professionals gathered in Raleigh in the office of State Superintendent of North Carolina Public Schools to salute the upcoming 100th birthday of Family and Consumer Sciences Education.  Dr. June S. Atkinson, State Superintendent, was on hand to sign the Salute.  The signing ceremony was the beginning of a yearlong celebration that will involve teachers and students in FACS programs all across North Carolina.  Projects and activities will be planned in every region of the state to celebrate 100 years of empowering individuals, strengthening families, and enabling communities.
Participating in the signing ceremony were representatives of FACS professional organizations---Evelyn Deloatch, Shannon Braxton, and Carol Parrish, officers in the FACS Division of the NC Association for Career and Technical Education; and Linda Cooper-Suggs, representing the NC Association for Family and Consumer Sciences.  Also participating were five leaders in the FACS student organization--- Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA)---Nicole McGaha, President; Charlotte Tatum, VP of Parliamentary Law; Lauren Gannon, VP of Membership; Kristyn Surbrug, National Officer Candidate; and Janet Johnson, State FCCLA Adviser.  Representing the Department of Public Instruction were Rebecca Payne, Director of Career and Technical Education; David Wehbie, Section Chief, Industrial Technology & Human Services; Dian Cooley, Janis Meek, and Judy Simon, State Consultants, FACS Education; and Phyllis West, former FACS Consultant and Senior Policy Advisor to the State Superintendent.  
Family and Consumer Sciences, first known as “home economics”, was founded on January 1, 1909.  This field of work and study has a rich history as an integrated, interdisciplinary, diverse field and continues to respond today to the changing needs of individuals, families, communities, and the workplace.  FACS Education functions today within the larger field of career and technical education, supports several national career clusters, and endorses initiatives and philosophies of 21st Century Skills.
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