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The audience: 


The audience has a very important role in storytelling. Their minds are the canvas on which the teller paints his tale. Oral storytelling involves interaction between teller and hearer. Today, storytelling has become more difficult. “Attention spans are shorter and more demanding, more sophisticated, yet less able to independently imagine or visualize. People seem to need more visual stimulation.”( Barry McWilliams) 

To get the audience involved:

· Take the story as close to your audience as you can. 

· Keep the story brief and simple- especially for younger children - narrow down to the heart of the story. 

· Stimulate the listener’s senses so they feel, smell, touch and listen and see vivid pictures. 

· Describe the settings and characters, and help them sympathize with the character's feelings. 

· Aim your story at the younger listener when the audience is of mixed ages

[image: image4.wmf]
Preparation:
Decide on a story,  you will want to spend plenty of time with it. It will take a number of tellings before a new story becomes your own. 

· Read the story several times, first for pleasure and then with concentration. 

· Analyze the story’s appeal, the word pictures you want your listeners to see, and the mood you wish to create. 

· Research its background and cultural meanings. You may have to interpret the cultural meaning and background before you begin the story. 

· Live with your story let the characters and setting become as real to you as people and places you know. 

· Visualize it! Imagine the action in the story the sounds, tastes, scents, colors.  When you see the story vividly yourself then you can make your audience see it also.
· Learn the story as a whole instead of in fragments. Master,the structure  and then simplify, it to a simple outline of scenes. Don't try to memorize the whole story, but you should always know your first and last lines by heart!. Practice the story often - to the mirror 
· Map out the story line: The Beginning, which sets the stage and introduces the characters and conflict; the Body, in which the conflict builds up to the Climax; and the Resolution of the conflict. When the action starts, then how it accelerates, the repetitions in actions and how and where the transitions occur. If you simplify or change a story, do not alter the essential story line.  
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Delivery elements:

· Sincerity and whole heartedness (Be sincere!), 

· Enthusiasm (Act excited but this does not mean artificial or noisy excitement), 

· Animation (use gestures,different voice tones and facial expressions) 

Stories are more interesting when there is animation and variety in the voice of the teller.

Storytelling skills:

A Storyteller’s skills include: emphasis, repetition, transition, pause and proportion. 
· Use of different voices for different characters and switch dialog from character to character. 

· Use your voice to create the atmosphere or tension as you tell the story. 

· Use gestures and facial expressions add much to the visualization of the story. Be sure they are appropriate and natural. Practice them! 

· Pacing involves the volume and rate at which you speak, and the progression of the action in the story. When you use dialog, it slows a story's pace down, while narrating action speeds it up. 

· Repetition  and Exageration  are the basic elements of story telling.

Attention keepers:
Keep the listener’s attention by:

1. Involvement or participation. Use volunteer(s) from the audience in your story. Or have the audience participate in hand motions or making sound effects. Or responding with "chants" or refrains 

2. Change of pace in your voice or mood
3. An unexpected twist in the narriation
4. Don’t try to tell the story word for word, use asides or comic relief.
5. Be prepared to deal with disruptions, especially with small children. 

Beginning a story: 
Storytelling is best done in a relaxed atmosphere and free of any other distractions. The audience should to be close and comfortable.

Concluding:
When you finish the story - stop!  Leave their thoughts lingering over it. You  don’t have to explain everything, or tie together all loose ends. Let the audience go away thinking about what has been said, and drawing their own conclusions! 


 
Characteristics of a good story:


A single theme, clearly defined 


A well developed plot 


Style: vivid word pictures, pleasing sounds and rhythm 


Characterization 


Faithful to source 


Dramatic appeal 


Appropriateness to listeners 


A manual for beginners�by Barry McWilliams











