Guiding Story Telling Experiences
Story Elements:

The Story

The Teller

The Listener

Why Tell Stories
“Storytelling is a powerful medium. A well-told story can inspire action, foster cultural appreciation, expand children’s knowledge, or provide sheer enjoyment. Listening to stories helps children understand their world and how people relate to each other in it. When children listen to stories, they use their imaginations. They picture "nail soup" or the teeny tiny woman" from the teller’s vivid descriptions. This creativity is dependent upon the storyteller’s lively telling of the story and the listener’s active interpretation of what is heard. The more delightful the story and the storyteller, the more the children get out of the whole experience. The storytelling experience also helps young children develop an appreciation of the story form. Because children are more involved in creating the pictures of the story, they are more likely to remember the characters, the sequence, and the moral of the story. Storytelling can motivate young children to explore various types of literature and become a storyteller, story reader, and story writer.”  (Storytelling Tipsfor Oral Language Development,Shirley C. Raines and Rebecca Isbell )

Selecting A Story:

Stories for young listeners often have one or more of the following characteristics: 

· Easy-to-follow sequence 

· Repetitive words and phrases 

· Predictable and cumulative tales 

· Action-packed 

· Often humorous 

· Interesting and entertaining happenings 

· Exciting ending with an appropriate conclusion, and 

· Clear message or moral 

Storytelling tips:

The following tips for story telling apply to the telling of most stories to young children. 

1. Observe the young children during the telling. Adjust and make clarifications as needed
2. Modify the pace and length to match the experiential and developmental level of the children in the audience. 

3. Use appropriate words and descriptions that help young children imagine the happenings in their mind’s eye

4. Retell the same story many times, since young children are building their understanding of the story

Why Use Stories And Books?
· To add to and enrich children’s ideas

· To promote social relationships

· To build certain concepts

· To help children develop and appreciation for books

· To present information

· To encourage self-expression

· To introduce the printed word

· To stimulate ideas and imagination

· To provide a change of pace or a quiet activity

Children’s Books for different Ages:

Infant/ Toddler

· Thick Pages

· Pictures of Simple Objects

· Large Pictures

Two-Year Old

· Imitation of familiar sounds

· Repitition of their own experiences

· Contain larges pages and big pictures

· Include Familiar topics

Three-Year Old

· Includes people and things outside of the home

· Explains the who’s  and why’s

· Relates to the Child’s own Experiences

· Contains words like surprise and secret

Four-Year Old

· Has humor in reality

· Contains new words

· Explains the how’s and Why’s

· Includes exaggeration

Five-Year Old

· Adds to their knowledge base

· Takes them beyond the here and now

· Contains new information and relationships between familiar facts
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