


Directions for Constructing Seams 

Plain

1) Place fabric right sides together making sure to match edges and notches.

2) Pin Baste the edges to be sewn. Pin basting means to place pins 5 inches apart so that the pins form right angles to the seamline and the heads of the pins are within the seam allowance.

3) Sew along the seamline (usually 5/8”).  Be sure to secure (backstitching) the thread at both ends of the line of stitching.

4) Press the seam flat with right sides together.

5) Open the two garment pieces.  Turn the wrong side up and press the seam open (best done with a seam roll).  Use a pressing cloth and press again on the right side of the garment pieces.

Welt

1) Stitch a plain seam.

2) Press the seam allowances toward the side to be topstitched.

3) Trim the seam allowance on the bottom to ¼”.

4) With the wider seam allowance over the one you just trimmed, stitch through the seam allowance and the garment ¼” to ½” from the seam line.
French

1) Place WRONG sides of fabric together with edges and notches even.

2) Pin Baste.

3) Stitch ¼” to 3/8” from edge.

4) Trim seam allowance to 1/8”.

5) Press seam flat.

6) Fold right sides together.

7) Stitch on seamline (usually about ¼” from edge).  The first seam should be enclosed within the second seam and you should not see any raw edges.

8) Press seam to one side  
