Honors or Horrors

 Incorporating Honors Early Childhood Education II in the Classroom
Kristina Yarborough

kristinayarborough@ccs.k12.nc.us
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Due – September 14, 2006

UNIT A - Career Planning and Professionalism

A.  Research trends and the job outlook for employment in   professions related to children for the next 10 years.  Prepare a 3 to 5 minute oral presentation based on the research findings.  Discuss short and long-range goals plus high school courses needed or which may be useful in obtaining your career goals.

B.  Job shadow the director or principal of your internship site for one day or at least 2 hours.  Create and present for approval, a list of 10 questions to be used to interview your center director.  Arrange a time when it would be convenient to interview your center director using these questions.

C. Complete an application to the work site, update your resume, and arrange for and complete a mock interview with your center director.  After the interview, discuss your performance with the director, critique yourself and evaluate your interview performance. Obtain a signature from the director on the job application you completed.

D.  Schedule a date and time to share your findings and experiences with the ECE II class. 

E.  Provide a typed summary of your research, experiences, questions, interview process and self-analysis.  Place a copy of this information in your portfolio.

Performance Criteria

1. Completed research

2. Job shadow hours complete and documented

3. 10 questions for interview and written summary

4. Application complete and updated resume

5. Interview summary

6. Presentation to class

DUE DATE  - October 20, 2006

UNIT B&C - Program Management, Health & Safety and Program Planning 

Option  1

Students will research and analyze state government laws, regulations, and procedures pertaining to child care centers.  Developmentally appropriate practice and learning environments will be created through the use of technology.

A. Research your topic.  Interview directors and teachers of local childcare centers.  

B. Find other resources (websites, etc.) to enhance your information. 

C. Prepare a multimedia presentation or illustrated model to share with the class.  

D. Use technology to design a model learning environment.

Performance Criteria

1. Completed Research

2. Documentation of interviews

3. Bibliography

4. Multimedia presentation or illustrated model - topic covered thoroughly, creative, easy to see and follow, did not exclude important information or add unnecessary information.

5. Model learning environment

Option 2

Create a monthly newsletter for a classroom in which you are doing an internship.  Place a hard copy in your portfolio, and save as an electronic document on disk.  Use the Performance Criteria to plan and evaluate your work.
PERFORMANCE CRITERIA
Newsletter content:  Choose a minimum of SIX items to include in the newsletter from the following list and/or from ideas provided by your FACS or internship teacher:

Introduction of yourself as a student intern in the                     

program

Classroom news

Themes of the month

Recipes

Parenting ideas/tips

Calendar of events

Pictures of children’s art

Amusing classroom anecdotes (stories)

Upcoming program or community events for 

children/families

Activities for children to do with parents at home

Parent news/updates

Thank you notes

Book reviews

Awards or special recognition received by program staff, program parents or children

Special services provided to the children by the community of fun community events (i.e. dental, vision screening, parades, community fairs, etc.)

Photos of children participating in program activities (must obtain permission from parents/guardian).

Newsletter format

Created using a word processing, brochure, and/or 

newsletter computer program

Free of errors: typographical, spelling, grammar

Visually appealing, may include clip art, word art, digital or scanned photos using a pleasing arrangement 

Due May 11, 2007

UNIT D – PROGRAM PLANNING
Option 1

Plan, present, and evaluate a developmentally appropriate enrichment activity in a preschool classroom at your internship site (or other appropriate site).  Enrichment activities include field trips, resource guests, TV/video activities, and computer use.  Place a hard copy of the plan in your portfolio, and save as an electronic document on disk.  Use the Performance Criteria to plan and evaluate your work. Complete the plan using a Lesson Plan Format designated by the teacher. Document your lesson with photos.

Performance Criteria

      Quality developmentally appropriate enrichment lesson plan 

       was written and presented.

      Thoughtful evaluation of enrichment lesson plan was       

      written.

      Resource book was used to develop lesson plan.

      Lesson plan was created using a word processing program,   

      is free of typographical, spelling, and grammar errors.

      Lesson was documented with photos.

Option 2

Program Planning

Research the history of Early Childhood Education through the years, from beginning to the present.  Summarize each of these theorist and their ideas of development, considering major aspects of each philosophy.  Organize your information into a creative, informative manner and present to the Early Childhood Education I class or Parenting and Child Development class.  

Explain your own personal philosophy of early childhood education, logically reflecting knowledge of child development and developmentally appropriate practices, in a 2-3 page essay.  Essay must be completed with a word processing program and free of errors.

 Consider the following statements:

1. The most important thing children can gain from their early childhood program experiences is . . . 

2. To ensure a successful early childhood program experience, children should have . . . 

3. Children learn best by . . .

4. The most important qualities that an adult who works with young children must have . . .

5.  The physical environment of the early childhood program should . . .

6. The most important concepts that adults who work with children need to know are . . .

7. The role parents play in a child’s development is . . . 

8. The role that culture plays in a child’s development is  . . 

9. Quality early childhood education and care mean . . . 

10. The early childhood profession is important because . . .

Performance Criteria

1. Research is complete and accurate

2. Includes Bibliography

3. Interesting and creative display of the History of Early Childhood Education

4. Complete essay

5. Arrange date and time of presentation

6. Complete presentation to a class including thoughts of your philosophy of Early Childhood Education

*Other options to consider at the honors level are the FCCLA STAR competitive events (focus on children, chapter show case, early childhood, illustrated talk, national programs in action, and power of one), which can be located at www.fcclainc.org.

