


Definitions of Seam Finishes

A seam finish is a way of treating a seam edge to prevent raveling, make the seam stronger and longer wearing and to look neater.  Seam Finishes are applied AFTER the seam is sewn.  All woven fabrics sewn with a plain seam should have a seam finish applied.
ALL SEAM FINISHES ARE APPLIED ONLY TO THE SEAM ALLOWANCES.  THEY SHOULD NOT SHOW ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE GARMENT.

Types of Seam Finishes

Pinked-This finish should be used on fabric that does ravel easily.  It looks nice and is easy but requires the usage of pinking shears.  You can improve the durability of this finish by sewing a seam ¼” from the edge of the seam allowance before you use the pinking shears.

Machine Zigzag-This finish requires that your machine have a zigzag stitch.  It is quick, easy and prevents raveling.  Works well on medium and heavy weight fabric.  

Turned and Stitched-This finish looks neat and prevents raveling.  Best on lightweight fabrics and can often be found in unlined jackets.  Not suitable for medium to heavyweight fabric.

Hand-Overcast-Used when the machine stitch is not available or practical.  It prevents raveling and leaves a flat seam.  Great for bulky fabrics but takes a lot of time.

Serged-Requires the use of a serger.  Produces the seam and finish all at the same time.  Quick and less time consuming that the above mentioned procedures.  Does not allow for mistakes.
