How brain connections influence cognitive development

Unit C – Infant (Birth through twelve months)
Competency: 5.00  Understand Cognitive Development during the first year
Objective:  5.04  Explain brain connections and the impact of the senses on learning
RBT Level:  B2 – Conceptual Knowledge (Ex: Understand)
Literacy Strategy: Double entry chart or “T” chart is an entry with a vertical line down the center of the page.  One use of the entry is for note-taking (also called Cornell notes) where the student records main ideas on one side and details on the other.  Typically the left-hand side of the chart is used for information from the text while the right-hand side is for student response and thinking.  It might include student opinions, reflections, connections, concerns, questions, or reactions.
Activity description:  Provide students with a T chart, (or have them create their own).  Have them label the left side “things a child needs”, and the right side “ways to provide these things”.

Show the video 10 Things every child needs, for the best start in life! a production of WTTW Chicago for the Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation.  

Students will complete the chart as they watch the video.  

After the video, have students choose what they feel are the three most important factors and write a five paragraph paper using their notes from the video for their references and supporting information.  
*If this video is not available at your school, see  http://www.educarer.com/brain.htm, a web site which provides a review of the video with key info.

