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Latest Math Textbook Prepares Students for a New Way of Thinking

Parents will soon notice a difference in the math instructional materials used in their 
elementary student’s classroom. In 2009-10, WCPSS will adopt Math Expressions 

by Houghton Mifflin Publishing. This new textbook for K-5 students focuses on a  
variety of critical thinking skills for math. The state-wide textbook adoption pro-
cess that happens every five years provides for a regular review and purchase of new  
instructional materials that support 21st century learning in WCPSS schools.

Read more information about Math Expressions and help support your child’s 
math learning at home by visiting the Math Expressions website resource for students 
and families links. These two sections contain an online glossary of terms and activi-
ties for students to participate in: http://www.eduplace.com/math/mthexp/.

Learning and Doing Mathematics 
How do we know if students are successful in mathematics? Cathy Seeley, former 

president of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, talks about three key 
ideas. According to Seeley, students need to understand mathematics (to make sense 
of it), know how to do mathematics, and be able to use mathematics. This means much more than 
fluency with basic facts and speed with computation! 

The new K-5 mathematics textbooks that students in WCPSS will be using next year, Math Expressions, will provide 
a balanced approach to mathematics. This balanced approach means building mathematics understanding and skills, but 
also applying creativity and using mathematics to solve problems.

Math Expressions uses objects, drawings, conceptual language, and real-world situations to help students build math-
ematical ideas that make sense to them. Students question, invent, and explore, while also learning and practicing impor-
tant math strategies. Students are encouraged to talk math daily, allowing them to explain their methods and to become 
more fluent with them.

Five classroom components described by Houghton Mifflin Publishing are found throughout grades K-5 Math Expres-
sions:
• Quick Practice — Routines involve whole-class responses or individual partner practice
• Math Talk — Students share strategies and solutions orally and through proof drawings
•	 Building Concepts — Objects, drawings, conceptual language, and real-world situations strengthen mathematical 

ideas and understanding
• Helping Community — A classroom in which everyone is both a teacher and a learner enhances mathematical under-

standing, competence, and confidence
•	 Student Leaders — Teachers facilitate students’ growth by helping them learn to lead practice and discussion  

routines  
How can parents help? Look for opportunities to talk about and do math with your children in everyday situations. 

Reinforce younger children’s understanding of ways to make ten (7 + 3; 5 + 5; 4 + 4 + 2; etc.). Help older children see the 
value of using estimation as opportunities occur in real life. Involve them in making up math stories. Most importantly, 
talk about how great it is to be able to use math!

 
Free Breakfast on EOG Testing Days

This year once again Child Nutrition Services will provide free breakfast 
for students on two of the EOG testing days. All students in grades 3-8 are  
eligible to get a free breakfast on those two days of EOG tests Research shows 
that children who eat breakfast have improved memory, problem solving skills, 
verbal fluency, and creative abilities. Eating school breakfast can help im-
prove math, reading, and standardized test scores by nourishing the minds of  
students. School Breakfast provides — the recommended amounts of brain fuel 
in terms of carbohydrates, protein, calcium, iron, vitamin A, and vitamin C for 
the day. Contact your school cafeteria manager for more information.
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Any principal will tell you, opening a new school pres-
ents its own unique set of challenges. The process is an  

exciting one, but also quite different from the day-to-day 
responsibilities.

Dr. Frank Creech is one of three principals selected for the 
opportunity this year. He is the principal taking the helm at the 
new Banks Road Elementary and charged with getting every-
thing ready for the first day of school on July 7. While Creech 
served as Fuquay-Varina El-
ementary School’s principal 
before coming to Banks Road, 
one thing he’s quick to re-
mind others is, “Every school 
is a little different.” 

“What works in one 
school may not work for an-
other,” said Creech. “It’s about 
creating a vision for your 
school and making sure that 
vision is shared with parents and supported by the teachers 
you bring on board.”

Among the long list of tasks that need to be done to open 
a new school, the importance of leadership by the principal 
in promoting a clear vision for the school ranks high. That’s  
because it is a key ingredient in creating a school culture at a 
new school. Students will be coming from six different schools 
to form a new school community at Banks Road Elementary. 
To capture the momentum mounting for the school’s opening,  

Creech has been using 
the school’s website to 
send updates to fami-
lies. The school website 
has been a great way for students to give feedback on school 
colors and to recruit parents for the PTA. Most importantly, it’s 
a way to communicate the vision for Banks Road Elementary 
and to set the expectations for the first students that will attend 

the school. 
Creech compares these 

students to trailblazers ex-
ploring new territory. “I want 
our students to be trailblazers. 
Trailblazers have been defined 
as innovators, pioneers, and 
leaders. I am very excited about 
building an outstanding school 
community with our families 
and staff.”

School culture may take years to fully build because it is 
often defined by a tradition of strong values. In the first year, 
Banks Road Elementary students will “chart the course for oth-
er to follow.” The path they create will be the exciting first steps 
toward making their elementary school unique. Their school 
leaders will help by fostering an environment of collaboration 
among teachers, parents, and the broader community that will 
help these students succeed in becoming future leaders.

Banks Road Principal Shares Vision as He Prepares 
to Open a New School

Wake County PTA Council 	 by Sarah Martin

As we approach the end of our school 
year, parents can take heart that their 

students have had fabulous opportuni-
ties throughout the year to learn, to grow, 
and to reach new achievement levels. 
Wake County PTA Council would like to 
thank all PTA units at schools through-
out the 
C o u n t y 
for their 
efforts in 
support-
ing the 
children 
and youth at their schools. Without com-
mitted family volunteers, PTAs could not 
be successful. Thank you one and all for 
your efforts throughout the year.

At many schools throughout the 
County, new PTA officers have been 

elected into leadership positions and will 
be working to support their schools in 
2009-2010. The Wake PTA Council will 
be holding a series of leadership training 
sessions this spring and summer. Cer-
tain events are geared towards PTA offi-
cers, but the Wake PTA Council Summer 

L e a d e r s h i p 
Training Con-
ference on Sat-
urday, July 18th, 
2009, is for any 
PTA member 
with interest in 

leadership opportunities. See your PTA 
president for more information about 
the many opportunities offered for you 
to develop your leadership skills at this 
annual conference. An RSVP is required 
to hold your spot at the conference.

Also, Wake PTA Council is proud to 
be a co-sponsor of the WCPSS Title I 
Summer Institute Family Involvement 
Day event at the NCSU McKimmon 
Center on Thursday, June 18, 2009, from 
8:30am until 3:30pm. We’re particularly 
excited that Byron Garrett, CEO of the 
National PTA, will be a keynote speaker 
in the morning session from 8:30 a.m. 
until 10 a.m.! Additionally, Dr. Karen 
Mapp, a nationally-recognized speaker 
on the subject of family involvement, will 
be speaking and conducting workshops. 
This event is free and open to parents, 
staff, and administrators from schools 
throughout the County, but an RSVP is 
required for this event. Seating is limited. 
If you are interested in attending, please 
contact rmoffitt@wcpss.net no later 
than May 1, 2009.

“Wake PTA Council Summer Leadership 
Training Conference on Saturday, July 18th, 
2009, is for any PTA member with interest 
in leadership opportunities.”
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Superintendent (cont'd from front page)

but we don’t know 
how that funding 
would be applied. 
Wake County gov-
ernment is work-
ing on their budget 
as well, which will 
impact local fund-
ing for WCPSS.

We are taking some difficult but  
prudent steps to minimize the economic 

downturn’s impact on student learning. 
The choices are hard, and in some cases 
painful, but they face the reality that  
education funding will be tight for the 
foreseeable future. The choices also rec-
ognize that in a tough economy, student 
learning is more important than ever. The 
cliché is true: we must do more with 
less, because our students must be well 
prepared to compete in a constantly-
changing, competitive global economy.

Our goal and vision do not change 
with bad economic news. It is still our 
intent for every child to graduate on 
time, prepared for the future and achiev-
ing great things. WCPSS’s first priority 
remains learning for all of our students. 
We must simply work within the resourc-
es we are provided to make that happen.

There is a feeling of excitement as you enter Smith 
Magnet Elementary School. The staff is prepar-

ing to implement the IB Primary Years Programme 
beginning this 2009-10 school year. It will com-
plete the K-12 International Baccalaureate con-
tinuum offered to families living in the Southern/
Southwestern part of Wake County. The students 
at Smith Magnet Elementary will have the op-
portunity to continue the International Baccalaure-
ate Programme in grades 6-8 at East Garner Magnet 
Middle School and in grades 9-12 at Garner Magnet High 
School.  

 “The International Baccalaureate Programme devel-
ops the whole child and will impact the academic education 
of all students at Smith,” said Christopher Lassiter, Smith  
Magnet Elementary Principal.

Lassiter is excited about the opportunities that the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Programme will bring to the staff and stu-
dents. He says the new magnet program has brought a sense of 
renewal and cohesion to a staff that was already excited about 
teaching. 

 “Families coming to Smith this next year will have the 
pleasure of seeing a staff that is very 
excited about embracing the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Programme. 
The excitement will be felt in the 
classrooms and positively impact the 
children,” said Principal Lassiter. 

In August, the whole school is in-
vited to participate in an IB Academy. 
This three-day IB PYP training will 
take the Smith staff on a journey to use IB PYP to deliver the 
NC Standard Course of Study. Staff will discuss the IB learner 
profile, create units of inquiry, and learn how students become 

inquirers in the classroom. 
“The units of inquiry will give the school a sense of 

cohesion by bringing the whole staff together around 
common units,” said Angie Stallings, Smith Magnet 
Elementary First-grade Teacher. She also emphasiz-
es the importance of the learner profile traits. The IB  
Programme teaches students how to see them-

selves in context to the larger world.  
“Students learn how to see themselves not only 

in their immediate community but beyond their com-
munity as well; they become global citizens,” added Stall-

ings.
The Magnet Coordinator at Smith, Lesa Powell, is excited 

about students becoming inquirers in the classroom. 
“Students will be asking the questions in the classroom to 

guide their learning,” said Powell. “The IB program is not driv-
en by teachers asking all the questions but rather by students 
asking questions.” This is the inquiry approach to teaching 
and learning that makes the IB Programme so unique. Powell 
also emphasizes that children will have the opportunity to 
study a foreign language at Smith with the implementation 
of IB PYP.  

For more information about the International Baccalaure-
ate Programme at Smith, please contact the Magnet Resource 
Center at 501-7900.

Smith Magnet Elementary School Offers  
New Opportunities	 by Tasha Haynes-Cardenas

“Families coming to Smith this next year will have the pleasure of 
seeing a staff that is very excited about embracing the International 
Baccalaureate Programme. The excitement will be felt in the classrooms 
and positively impact the children.”
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Brentwood Magnet Elementary teachers, administrators, 
and students are in the midst of transforming their school 

into an Engineering Magnet School, which is slated to begin 
in August. The engineering theme has garnered a significant 
following in magnet schools in other areas of the nation, and 
based on the results of first year magnet applications to the 
school here, Brentwood is likely to do the same in our com-
munity.  

The Engineering Magnet Program delivers the NC Stan-
dard Course of Study with a focus on the integration of sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) to solve real-
world problems. The Magnet Office 
and the Brentwood staff are devel-
oping this theme in partnership with 
the North Carolina State University 
College of Engineering. Together, 
they are incorporating engineer-
ing projects designed by the Boston 
Museum of Science’s Engineering is 
Elementary program. 

The Brentwood staff is currently 
participating in intensive professional development and cur-
riculum planning facilitated by a Boston Museum of Science 
certified trainer. The staff has also traveled to Wilmington, 
North Carolina to observe an Engineering Elementary School 
in action. 

With the new Engineering Program, Brentwood students 
will collaborate on teams and engage in the engineering  
design process: Ask, Imagine, Plan, Create, and Improve. The 
students will interact with NCSU engineering students and 
witness first-hand the new diversity of engineers. The inten-
tion is that students engaged in the engineering program at 

the elementary level will develop positive attitudes toward 
math and science that will influence choices they make in 
post-secondary education as well as in their careers.

Brentwood magnet students are in the Leader-
ship and Technology magnet program pathway. Brent-
wood students will have a priority to attend Moore 
Square Museums Magnet Middle and Centennial Cam-
pus University Leadership Magnet Middle. Program fea-
tures at both of these schools overlap with those of the  
engineering program: inquiry and hands-on museums learn-

ing at Moore 
Square, as well 
as the con-
nections with 
NCSU at Cen-
tennial. Stu-
dents con-
tinuing in this 
pathway to high 
school have a 
priority to at-
tend Southeast 

Raleigh Center for Leadership and Technology. These high 
school students may select the engineering Career Focused 
Learning Community (CFLC) and participate in one of the 
many New Tech classes that integrate technology in a project-
based learning environment. 

The Brentwood administrators and the Magnet Office 
will continue to work collaboratively to develop the program 
over the next few years. In addition, plans are underway to 
resource the school with enough technology and engineering 
materials to deliver a top notch engineering program to all 
students in the school. 

Brentwood Elementary’s New Magnet School of Engineering  
A First of Its Kind in Wake                    by Margaret Henderson & Tasha Haynes-Cardenas

Adjusting to a New School — Three Tension -Taming Tips

The anticipation of starting a new 
school can be an exciting time for 

students. But it can also be filled with 
uncertainty. Schools work hard to help 
make the transition a positive and safe 
experience for students coming into a 
new learning environment.

Whether your child is transitioning 
to middle or high or changing schools 
due to other reasons, there are sev-
eral things parents can do to help their  
student adjust.
1. 	Stay positive. Students can pick 

up on their parent’s own anxiety or 

even negativity and this can have an 
impact on how they will feel about 
the first day. Keep a positive attitude 
by focusing on the excitement that 
a new school brings including the  
possibility to meet new friends and 
learn new things.

2. 	Plan to visit. Many schools will 
host open houses before the first 
day for parents and students to tour 
the school. Use this opportunity to 
find out locations for classes, locker  
assignments, the cafeteria and bath-
rooms. If you don’t have a chance to 

visit over the break, consider driving 
your student to school on the first 
day or having lunch with them in the  
cafeteria.

3. 	Prepare the night before. Make 
sure to provide your student with the 
school supplies he or she will need. 
Review class schedules together.  
Discuss arrangements for lunch and 
plan for a good breakfast in the morn-
ing to start their day off right.
With positive support from home and 

school, students will have confidence in 
their ability to adapt to changes.
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Board Approves New Policy on Sex Offenders

In February, the Board of  
Education adopted a new policy on 

sex offenders to align with the federal 
Jessica Lunsford Act which went into 
effect on Dec. 1, 2008. It also complies 
with a new state law.

The Board of Education’s goal is to 
provide a safe en-
vironment for all 
students and staff 
of the district. In 
keeping with this 
goal, the board ad-
opted Policy 6434 at their February 17 
meeting. The new policy will help keep 
registered sex offenders off school prop-
erty by keeping school administrators 
more informed and providing strict 
guidelines for any student, parent 
or guardian convicted of a sexual of-
fense. 

The policy states that princi-
pals must sign up to receive e-mail  
notifications when a registered 
sex offender moves within a one-
mile radius of their school. WCPSS  

Security has worked with all principals 
to ensure they are receiving these alerts.

The policy also requires any par-
ent or guardian who is a registered 
sex offender get permission from the  
superintendent before coming on cam-
pus for visits limited to the welfare of 

their child. The parent or guardian must 
notify the principal of their visit in ad-
vance and will be under direct supervi-

sion at all times.

The board policy extends to all school 
buildings, including school campus-

es, school system property and school-
sponsored events. To read the full details 
of Policy 6434, visit the board of educa-
tion website at http://www.wcpss.net/
Board/.

In addition to this recently  
adopted policy, our school system  
requires criminal history checks of all 
individuals requesting to volunteer 
at schools. Many schools are capable 
of performing background checks  
immediately on-site during the visitor 
sign-in process.

 

3600 wake forest road 
p.o. box 28041 

raleigh, nc 27611-8041 
phone: 919-850-1600 

 

www.wcpss.net
Wake County Public School System pro-
grams are staffed and offered without regard 
to race, sex, age, color, religion, national ori-
gin, citizenship status, political affiliation, or  
disability.

ParentMatters

The WCPSS Communications Department produces Parent Matters. Contact the editor at asmith9@wcpss.net.

Did You Know. . . 

You can search for virtually any school board policy online? Board policy is 
organized into eight series. Each series covers a different aspect of the Wake 

County Public School System. Quick searches can be performed on policies ad-
opted within the last 30, 60 or 90 days, by policy number or by keyword! Visit:  
http://www.wcpss.net/Board/ and click the link Board Policy.

http://www.wcpss.net/Board/


