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Enrollment Fluctuations Enrollment Fluctuations 
FactorsFactorsFactorsFactors

Fluctuations of enrollment can be affected by:

1. Economy – whether the economy and the job market are perceived as
good or bad during a particular time period.

2. Housing market – building trends, the mortgage market, and
availability of appropriate housing options for new residents; similarlyavailability of appropriate housing options for new residents; similarly,
whether a prospective new resident is able to sell a residence in
another area to move into Wake County.

3. The rate of immigration into Wake County.
4. Visibility of Wake County and WCPSS at state and national level,4. Visibility of Wake County and WCPSS at state and national level,

including accolades and awards.
5. School dropout and graduation rates.
6. Students leaving or staying in the system affect enrollment figures, as

do new students entering the system for the first time (KI, and 1-12
grades). New testing and promotion/retention requirements can
impact enrollment.

7. Other schooling options (home, private, charter).
8. Natural growth trends (fertility - mortality).

f f9. Other factors, like loss of about 1,000 Kindergarten students in the
2009-2010 school year, due to the change in entry birth date from
October 15 to August 31.

62



Dynamics of WCPSS Student Dynamics of WCPSS Student 
EnrollmentEnrollmentEnrollmentEnrollment

• Typical “year” starts on the 20th day, Typical year  starts on the 20 day, 
and ends on the 20th day (minus 1) 
next yeary

• Example 2010 – 2011
–2010-11 (20th): 143,289 ( ) ,
–2009-10 (20th): 139,599
–Annual (NET) increase (20th to 20th ): ( ) ( )

143,289 – 139,599 = 3,690
• However, this is not the whole story.., y
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Total CountsTotal Counts
• During 2009-10 year, 14,802 students withdrew or During 2009 10 year, 14,802 students withdrew or 

graduated from WCPSS

– 1,138 student membership loss during the school year 
(net between incoming and outgoing students during the (net between incoming and outgoing students during the 
year -20th day to End Of Year).

– 13,664 completing 2009 and not returning in 2010 
(including regular graduates and summer no returns(including regular graduates and summer no returns.

• At the start of 2010-11, 18,492 students were 
admitted to WCPSS (including the new kindergarten 
l )class) 

– 2,145 were WCPSS net gains from summer – (Pre-
kindergarten promotions, retention and similar within kindergarten promotions, retention and similar within 
WCPSS

– 16,347 were “new faces” – Kindergarten and 1st - 12th

grade mostly newcomers to WCPSS ( e g  from public  grade mostly newcomers to WCPSS ( e.g., from public, 
private/religious, charter, home schools, or never 
attended school before - either in Wake County, outside 
of Wake County, outside of NC, or outside of US).
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WCPSS WCPSS 
PipelinePipeline

16,870

PipelinePipeline
2009-10 to 
2010-11

2,145 18,492
Admissions5,938

139,599
(20th day 2009/10)

139,599 – 1,138 – 13,664 + 2,145 + 16,347 =143,289
(total loss 14,802, total gain 18,492

net annual increase: 3,690) 143,289 
(20th d

, )
(20th day
2010/11)

1 138 = EOY Net Gain/Loss

-14,802
Withdrawals

-7,801
-5,863

-7,076

-1,138 = EOY Net Gain/Loss 
(Late In - Early Out

-13,664 = Regular (Grads) Out, and
No Returns After Summer
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Student Enrollment Projections For WCPSS
Student enrollment projections for the WCPSS operating budget are generated once a year in advance of the
preparation of WCPSS’ Budget document. However, student enrollment projections for capital purposes have apreparation of WCPSS Budget document. However, student enrollment projections for capital purposes have a
multi-year impact, and projections that are too conservative may not produce enough seats if the economy begins to
improve and student enrollment grows at a faster rate. Thus, staff has generated two different student enrollment
projections. Note that kindergarten enrollment growth was artificially high in 2010 due to the prior year including only
46 weeks of kindergartners based on the change in the age cutoff for kindergarten enrollment from October 15 to
August 31 starting in 2009-2010 school year.

Prepared by Wake County Budget Office, Wake County Planning Department, and
WCPSS Growth and Planning Department, 2-1-11.
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Student Enrollment Projections By Grade
Based on Capital/Building Program Projection p g g j

Note:  Staff continues to believe that during times of high economic growth with high levels of in-migration, WCPSS experiences large increases in student enrollment.  
Conversely, during times of slow economic growth and low in-migration, WCPSS student enrollment grows at a much more moderate rate.   The rate of growth for the 
County follows this same trend.  Student enrollment projections have been revised to reflect a more moderate economic recovery. 

The capital projections reflect a slower rate of growth.  While the projection continues to mirror the same economic trends experienced during the 1988-1998 growth period, 
ll t

Prepared by Wake County Budget Office, Wake County Planning Department, and WCPSS Growth and Planning Department, 2-1-11. 

the percent growth has been lowered to reflect a larger scale of actual WCPSS enrollment and to reflect lower live births which will result in lower kindergarten enrollment in 
the future.  This methodology continues to result in slower growth in student enrollment in years where the economy may grow at a slower rate, and faster growth in student 
enrollment in years where the economy is rebounding or has recovered. 
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GROWTH IN TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 1986 - 2010
PROJECTED ENROLLMENT GROWTH FOR BUILDING PROGRAM: 

2011 - 2020

Prepared by Wake County Budget Office, Wake County Planning Department, and WCPSS Growth and Planning Department, 11-18-09. 
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