8TH GRADE ELECTIVE DESCRIPTIONS
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ARTS EDUCATION ELECTIVES
CHORUS   8                            

Available for grades 7 - 8 only                                    18 week (semester course)     

This course provides a variety of singing opportunities for students with limited formal choral experience. Vocal techniques and music reading are emphasized.

ADVANCED BAND                        Year-long course

Prerequisite: Intermediate Band

Technical drills, scale studies, rhythm studies, and sight reading exercises are used to advance the student's skills, knowledge, and reading ability in music. A wide variety of band literature is studied to give the students experience in various musical styles. A reasonable number of performances by this band is encouraged, and students should anticipate some after-school practices and evening performances.

VISUAL COMPOSITION   ( Art)         
Available for grades 7 - 8 only                                          18 weeks (Semester Course)


Drawing (including simple perspective), painting, and cut paper are among the techniques used in completing This course is an in-depth study of the elements and principles of art. pictures with oil, pastels, markers, paints, colored paper, and other media.

DANCE II                                               

Available for grade 8 only                                                   18 weeks (Semester Course)
Students will further develop their modern dance technique skills through a rigorous, class with more complicated performance and choreographic projects. Students should anticipate some after-school practices and evening performances. 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

EXPLORING LIFE SKILLS 
18 week (semester course) 

In this course students broaden their expertise within the various areas of Family and Consumer Sciences. They are challenged with more complex skill mastery in all of the above mentioned areas. Students also complete a careers unit and a unit on developing healthy relationships, both of which help prepare students for what lies ahead after middle school.      

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

Available to 8th graders only                                              18 week (semester course)        

This course introduces basic technological principles, processes, and skills such as safety, design and problem solving, team decision making, and information gathering. A systems model of communication, manufacturing, energy and transportation, and structures is presented. Students explore sketching, technical drawing, model rocket and bridge building, computer-assisted graphics, computer-aided design, and electronic devices. Core concepts in math, science, and language arts are integrated throughout the course. Students also research various careers related to each technology.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES

BUSINESS COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY, Level 1     

Prerequisite: Keyboarding                                        18 weeks (semester course)
This course is designed to build upon and enhance the Keyboarding course. It provides hands-on instruction in basic computer hardware concepts, computer ethics, and software applications. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing touch-keying skills while providing hands-on experiences for learning word processing, database, spreadsheet, desktop publishing, multimedia, and telecommunication applications. Language Arts skills and basic mathematical concepts are reinforced in this course. Students are required to take a state-mandated secure CTE post-assessment at the end of this course. 

EXPLORING BUSINESS TECHNOLOGIES 

Prerequisites: Business Computer Technology, Level 1  18 weeks (semester course)
Available to 8th graders only 

This course is designed to explore the nature of business in an international economy and to study related careers in fields such as financial services, office systems technology, information technology, marketing management, and entrepreneurship. Simulated activities, computers, and independent work habits will be used in the instructional approach. Core subject areas such as Language Arts and Math are integrated throughout the curriculum. Students will gain a basic understanding of: what business is and the different types of business, different types of economic systems including the stock market, procedures and requirements for starting a business, various business career choices, business etiquette and business communication, seeking and maintaining a job, leadership and team-building skills. Activities will include: stock market game, lemonade stand game, interview business owners, explore e-Commerce, explore large companies and franchises, presentations, and guest speakers.

